Galatians 5:13-15 “Christ’'s Purpose for Us”

GAL 5:13-15 “You, my brothers, were called to besf. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the sinful natuagher, serve one
another in love. The entire law is summed up imgle command:
"Love your neighbor as yourself." If you keep otirg and
devouring each other, watch out or you will be iBstd by each
other.”

You'll remember that this is the way Paul starteid section as he
says in verse one of chapter five, “It is for fresdthat Christ has
set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yelues be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery.”

The slavery Paul refers to in verse one is in exfee to being
burdened with the law and circumcision as a wagem
righteousness before God, which of course is inptes® do. The
freedom he speaks of in verse one is the freedom fhe penalty
of our sin which is found only in Christ.

But here in our text the freedom Paul refers torhase to do with
freedom not only from the penalty of our sin bugtcalrom the
power of sin over us. The law cannot provide foradn any
sense. It only binds us to the frustration of hogvaan’'t keep the
law. And the law’s only outcome is death.

2CO0O 3:6 “He has made us competent as ministesinefv
covenant - not of the letter [of the law] but o t8pirit; for the
letter [of the law] kills, but the Spirit gives &f”

So, whether it’s justification or sanctificatiorethaw is powerless
to accomplish either. And so, for the believer kacp any
confidence in the law is only to place confident¢he flesh, as
the law only curbs the potential of the flesh tb@d as it
considers its consequences.

For example, when the law says, you shall not siteébesn’t
address the heart of the person who might wartetd.slf
someone is bent on stealing they will. But theyhhigave second
thoughts if they think they’ll get caught as theywnhave to face
the charges of disobeying the law.

And what Paul is addressing in our text is thatiélwewill not and
cannot be used as a means of changing the heatiedfever. This
is why for example, when a church devises a myofadles and



regulations for its congregation it may put a fiedén the people of
getting caught or being ostracized because of pressure, but it
doesn't take the desire out of the heart of thelgeo

If a church has as one of its rules that its cogafien cannot eat
meat you can be sure that at all of its fellowshipers there will
be no meat. But behind closed doors in their onmésyou can
also be sure that those who desire to eat meatio/glo.

Now they may feel guilty to some degree, but itgugt which
man has placed on them, not a guilt which has amytio do with
actually displeasing God. And so, they've becorages to law
which kills. In this case a killing of a love foro@, which is
replaced with being afraid of God.

This is different from having a healthy fear of Gadeverence for
God. In revering God we desire not to displease btause we
love Him, but we are not afraid of Him as thoughwise an
abusive Father. We are His children whom He loVéss is what
Paul points out when writing to the Romans.

ROM 8:15-16 “For you did not receive a spirit thadkes you a
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirgarfship. And by
him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himself iést with our
spirit that we are God's children.”

The law doesn’t accomplish this relationship, noeslit sustain it.
It is a relationship which was begun by the Sgind will be
accomplished to the end by the Spirit. Jesus ntfadelear.

JOH 6:63 “The Spirit gives life; the flesh coufas nothing. The
words | have spoken to you are spirit and thelitgg

The law and the flesh count for nothing in term$afing life with
God, which is the equivalent of the freedom Paspsaking of
here in our text.

GAL 5:13 “You, my brothers, were called to be frBat do not
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature;egtkerve one
another in love.”

This one verse sums up what it means to be a @mistWe have
been set free from the penalty of sin, but we Hmeen set free for
a purpose. That purpose is to demonstrate thedneeck have in
Christ. In other words, it is to demonstrate thatvow belong to a
new master who has liberated us.



| was watching a documentary on the Second World tfa last
week and the allies were going into Paris, FraAoel. the citizens
of Paris were holding signs which said, “Welcombdrators,” as
the Americans were pouring into the city in thaimks, and
vehicles.

Now just hours before that these same Parisians weder
bondage by the Nazi's. They were restricted in whkey could
go and when they could go there. They were resttim what
they could say and they were careful to make g didn’t
disobey all of these laws which bound them.

But can you imagine, after having been liberatétl fearing the
laws which were set in place by the Nazi’s, livegthough they
were still under their dominion? No. Once theyaveet free, they
acted as free people. There was celebration, thaseelief and a
sense of gratitude.

And it's the same with the freedom we have in Ghrig/e have
been liberated, and yet invariably Christians aat ¢hey've still
under the dominion of the enemy as they subscailtleet laws and
the fear the enemy instilled in them. And in thatieonment they
walk in the flesh, not in the Spirit.

This is what Paul means when he says in versebl®,db not use
your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; ratlserve one another
in love.”

This is a two-fold command from God. On the onedhar are to
flee from that which we’'ve been liberated from, batthe other
hand we are to do something with that freedom, matoeserve
one another in love.

This is the concept Paul introduces in the letiehe Ephesians.

EPH 4:22-24 *“You were taught, with regard to yarmer way

of life, to put off your old self, which is bein@wupted by its
deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitdgoar minds; and
to put on the new self, created to be like Godue tighteousness
and holiness.”

Put off and put on. Put off the old self, the sinfature, the old
desires from the old master, and put on the neawbifu’ve been
given in Christ in the sense that you live as thoygu’'ve been
liberated. And part of what it means to be libedais to walk as
free men and women.



Now, what does it mean to put off and put on inacpcal way?
Well, it's not as though we wake up in the mornamgl grab our
spiritual clothes and slip into them one leg or atma time. And
it's not as though we come home in the eveningsipcut of
them. What Paul means by this is to make a choice.

You choose to live in the old nature, or you chomslkéve in the
new nature. Whatever choice you make at any dives is
indicative of either living in the flesh or in tispirit. To live in the
flesh is the equivalent of living in the sinful nas.

The word flesh can be used in a variety of wayselpeaking of
the flesh in one sense it simply identifies our$bgl bodies. But
when speaking of the flesh as it relates to therimman it
identifies the sinful nature which came into bewtgen Adam and
Eve sinned in the garden, which has now been &anesf to their
offspring; me and you.

That sinful nature seeks to please self. That kivdture rebels
against God. That sinful nature does not emplay faithe God
who made us and loves us. This is not the naturehwald give in
to.

But the new nature, which is the new life we hav€hrist, is a
nature which desires to please God and othersaitniew desire to
love the Lord and trust Him for all things. Itasature which is
not self-seeking, but others oriented.

This is a work of the Spirit of God who has givennew life in
Christ and who now indwells us and prompts us &k $ke things
of the Spirit. And one of those things is the te$b serve one
another in love.

Often times Christians have only a one-sided viégsatvation
which centers on the self. I've been forgiven of siy. I've been
given eternal life. I've been given a new natulira.now part of
the family of God who must love me.

All of this is true. But, it's only part of the egtion. Because now
that we are in Christ we have all of this, but veednit for the
purpose of serving Christ as we serve one anathleve.

And so, now we can say, I've been forgiven of teagity of my
sin so that | might tell others how they may beayfeen. I've been
given eternal life so that | might live for othersd express that
new life in the power of the Spirit. I've been mamat of the



family of God who loves me and whom | desire tod@s | share
my gifts with them and encourage them in the faith.

The new nature we have in Christ is a nature wisi¢h be given
away as the love of Christ is shed abroad in oartke It's not a
nature which wants to hoard the things of God.rtsa nature
which wants to serve God on our own terms.

It's a nature which looks at God and others inantdrnew way.
This is why the law is seen as the antithesis atgrThe law may
mandate certain behavior, but grace working initles of people
has a real desire to instinctively do the thingtheflaw from the
heart.

For example, the law says not to covet. But thegyd God
demonstrated in the new nature we have in Chrisidvoot need a
law to point that out. We would instinctively knoas the Spirit
works in our lives and hearts, not to covet or aftgr something
which doesn’t belong to us.

And by the way, this is one reason the law wasrgmitant.
Without the direct influence of the Spirit of Gadthe lives of
people mankind needs direction. Without a standsad is left to
himself. And when left to himself he will always tmwthe
extremes of pleasing self without regard for others

Now it should be noted that man is not without asmence. Man
was created in the image of God and so he doesduwewe sense
of right and wrong built into him despite how tiais been
adversely affected by sin.

And so, we don’t want to try and make the caseitttaere was no
formal law man would be a mere brute beast likeathienals
without any sense of right and wrong. But in soagman is
inherently rebellious against God the law doesesércurbing sin.
But it does it as it imposes itself on mankind.

The Spirit of God works with liberated people inrShin such a
way as to fan the flames of that new nature. That®p God is
always pointing us back to the love of Christ asditects our
steps and encourages us to love God above all.

But in loving God above all we see a new thing leaqipg, and
that is a new desire to reach out to other peap&Eway that we
didn’t in the past, outside of Christ. This is wiig not only have a



new desire but a new power in the Spirit to be &blelfill the
summation of the entire law which is to love Godaball and our
neighbor as ourselves.

And this is the point Paul is making in our tekte is saying that
what the new life in Christ produces in us is theiv desire to
fulfill the law which is now in our hearts, not jusn tablets of
stone.

Our new motivation comes from the Spirit of God empring us
to walk in the ways of Lord according to His wortlish comes
from that new life in Christ, not from the law whiforces us to
walk in a certain way and fools us into thinkingttsimply
observing a law pleases God.

God wants the heart of a person. He wants our etaiv to come
from a love for Him and others. He wants us to liveuch a way
where the new nature or new life we have in Cliaises the
forefront of our lives as we depend on God fotlalgs.

In fact, Paul gives us a glimpse into what this ratitude is to be
when he wrote to the Corinthians and explainethéont that
instead of writing to others and telling them abloorv you love
Christ, your lives should be that letter. It isa’matter of putting it
down on paper, but it should be a matter of haititepp off the
pages of our very lives.

2CO0O 3:2-3 ‘You yourselves are our letter, writtenour hearts,
known and read by everybody. You show that youndegter from
Christ, the result of our ministry, written not wiink but with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stong bn tablets of
human hearts.”

In other words, without having to tell people howgah they love
God, they simply love God. 1 get a little suspiusavhen people
are always telling me how much they love the Lard get never
seem to be inclined to show that love with livegadtitude and
obedience.

| remember counseling one family years ago. Andatie would
actually break down and cry and convey her lovegod with her
words. And yet, you very rarely saw them in chur¢bu very
rarely saw them serving the body of Christ. Yowwarely saw
them obeying the Lord in everyday life.



Paul would say to them and all of us, don't tell al®ut your love
for Christ, show me; let it be a living letter. Apdrt of the way we
show the love of Christ is to love our neighborsvasencourage
them with the resources the Spirit of God has givem this new
life; this new freedom we have in Christ.

And of course, the resources we have are thedjittse Spirit
working in conjunction with the fruit of the Spimthich Paul deals
with in this very chapter of Galatians, which wédbk at in some
detail in the coming days ahead.

But back in our text, Paul reminds the Galatiaras the alternative
to loving our neighbor as ourselves is to seek selfywhich
ultimately always leads to an improper relationshigh our
neighbor, who might be a member of the body of €har the
world in general.

Now, in our text Paul is dealing specifically witie body of
Christ there in Galatia. And evidently, under lisdership of the
Judaizers, the attitude has been one of divisistead of coming
together in love for one another.

GAL 5:15 “If you keep on biting and devouring eaither, watch
out or you will be destroyed by each other.”

Ironically, the law which the Judaizers were trytngise to bring
about righteousness and holiness, actually endsagting the
opposite effect. And the reason is that the lawegoagain, doesn’t
deal with the heart of a person, but only with pleeformance of
people.

And after awhile performing gets old. After awhgeing through
the motions gives way to frustration and angerrasdlts in
gravitating back to the old nature which is to ¢gdas“me” as
more important than others, rather than what thetSp
accomplishes as we submit to His love, which carsidthers as
more important than ourselves.

And if we gravitate back to the old nature, thdidinature,
eventually biting and devouring and destructiowlsat ends up
being accomplished. It is the opposite of thatolhs of the
Spirit.

And by the way, the world can see through thidayg view the
people of God. If those in the world are only sgéditing and



devouring in the church, then what would be thedtization of
wanting to be a part of that?

Real love in the Lord can be tasted. And the redsothis is
because it's not a love which the world can conjyyeWhen they
taste the love of Christ in our lives they are dbléaste and see
that the Lord is good.

You see, all of this talk of loving God and ourgtgor as
ourselves is really an opportunity for the worldsee Christ in our
lives, again going back to that living letter Ptalks about.

Nobody had to tell the Parisians during the mid&94hat tasting
liberation was a good thing. They instinctively tnend they
were instinctively appreciative. And no Christizas to sell the
idea of the love of Christ to the world, if we @nely loving the
Lord as we reach out to the world with that love.

They will know the real thing when they experietice real thing.
And we have the real thing because we have th& 8pBod. It
doesn’t get any more real than that.

Living in the Spirit is not an option for the Chran. Living in the
Spirit is to be the norm. And of course, livingvealking in the
Spiritis, as F.F. Bruce points out, to “let yoenduct be directed
by the Spirit.”

Again, this goes back to the choices we make amdhrave the
power to accomplish because of the indwelling posiehe Spirit.

God would never expect anything of His people wlés
provided the power and the means to accompligrhis is why we
ask God for this power to be worked out in ourdiveot only to
live everyday life, but also to be able to be setyand
ambassadors of our great God and Savior.

This is precisely why the Lord Jesus promised thy 3pirit to us
before He ascended back to the Father. It isdleepof the Holy
Spirit who enables us to walk and work in the Kiogdof God.

If we seek to walk a spiritual life while walking the flesh or the
old nature, we will never accomplish the will of & our lives or
in the life of His church. Itis the Spirit of Ga¢ho enables us to
do this.



ACT 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Hdbpirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusakema, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

The Spirit of God has been given to us so that wgghbe His
witnesses in both word and in deed. If our livesrs to be
powerless, then we need to go to God and ask fat wh already
possess in the Spirit. But we must ask in faithaitd an attitude
of using that power to love and serve in the Spirit

If we ask for God’s power only to get us througa ttay, then we
ask for selfish motives. But if we ask for Godmyer to get us
through the day so that we might represent Chreserfaithfully
we ask for the right reasons.

If we seek God’s power to be better servants tergtthan that is a
prayer that God is faithful to answer. To ask fo# filling of the
Spirit is a humble admission that we need to bediup with the
things of God.

The busyness of life, the distractions of the watlddrain us of
the desires we need for God. The old nature wétsays, and
before you know it we're so distracted that wetsang to operate
in our own strength.

If we will just stop during those times and seel dwell on our
Savior and His word, that filling can take planeaifresh new
way. And instead of being beat down we can findselwes being
lifted with wings of eagles as we’re renewed in 8parit.

It's then when we can resume being those livinggtstand those
servants whose lives can be summed up in the teat gr
commandments to love God above all and our neigasor
ourselves.

Again, it all comes down to a choice. Outside ofi§€tour choice
was for self. In Christ we have a second choicéjtlsua choice
which is empowered by God Himself. We need to bderaware
of this constantly and to realize that our choeseither of the
flesh or of the Spirit. Paul addresses this toRbenans.

ROM 8:6-11 “The mind of sinful man is death, b imind
controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; tha&fgi mind is hostile
to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor cadoiso. Those
controlled by the sinful nature cannot please Gédu, however,
are controlled not by the sinful nature but by 8périt, if the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 8pirit of



Christ, he does not belong to Christ. But if Chissn you, your
body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit iseaiecause of
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raigegus from the
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ frora thead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through his Spivitho lives in
you.”

It's life versus death. It's Christ versus the wdoilt’'s hope versus
hopelessness. It's peace versus strife.

We are new creatures in Christ and next week wgsieg to look
at the struggle of this new life against the oltbra Why do we
struggle so? Why is it so hard to make the rigitices? Why
don’t | seem to be more motivated in the SpiriteSéare all
guestions we’ll deal with then.

But in the meantime let me just encourage yourttosning in that
as much as we might want to move forward in ouhf&od wants
it more for us; infinitely more. And if He wantsritore for us than
even we do, we can know for certain that He'll pdgevthe way if
we’re willing to submit and love Him and trust Him.

ROM 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with afly and peace
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow wittpe by the
power of the Holy Spirit.”



