Galatians 4:1-7 “Keep Your Sonship in Mind”

GAL 4:1-7 “What | am saying is that as long as ltle& is a child,
he is no different from a slave, although he owrswhole estate.
He is subject to guardians and trustees untilithe set by his
father. So also, when we were children, we weisdawuery under
the basic principles of the world. But when thedihad fully
come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born uagerto
redeem those under law, that we might receiveuheights of
sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spiig &on into our
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abba, Fathe®d you are no
longer a slave, but a son; and since you are aG&uhhas made
you also an heir.”

Our passage today comes on the heels of Paul biegctihe
relationship we have with God which comes throwgthfin Christ
as opposed to observing the law. And what makespitition
unique is the angle Paul takes in his argument.

At the end of chapter three Paul was showing theiwavhich one
is justified and the special connection we havéwitr God where
we move from being children of wrath to childrenGdd, whereby
we now enter into a child/parent relationship,atiywill, with our
Creator.

And the point Paul is making at the end of chafitere is that this
special relationship with God is not limited to thews, but is now
enjoyed by anyone who calls on Christ to be higllaond Savior.

GAL 3:28-29 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slavefree,
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ $esiuyou belong
to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heawgrding to the
promise.”

Whether Jew or Gentile a person can know the Gadkbodham
and be identified with Abraham in the sense thashare the same
faith and look forward to the same promise of besgpnciled and
reunited to our Lord forever.

For many Jews this was believed to be reservethém
exclusively since their father was Abraham. And rfomPaul to
come along and essentially say that Gentiles Haedme Father
was nothing short of blasphemy to many Jews.



And this is why the Judaizers were trying to harinetheir
former belief system, which they felt was meantydol Jews,
with the fact that Gentiles could now have faithiha Jewish
Messiah. And of course they tried to meld the systems by
forcing the Gentile believers to be circumcisedt ps Abraham
was.

Paul comes along and says all mankind is invitdakteeunited to
their God and come into this special relationshipugh faith in
Christ whereby we are no longer seen as outsidatgs those
belonging to the family of God, whom we now identils Father.

And as we come to chapter four Paul is continummake the
comparison between the law and grace, and thefuke aw, as
he uses another analogy with the intent of highiinghwhat it
means to be an heir of God.

GAL 4:1-2 “What | am saying is that as long as ltle& is a child,
he is no different from a slave, although he oWwreswhole estate.
He is subject to guardians and trustees untilithe set by his
father.”

What Paul is saying here is that the law is desldneGod to be
used for the specific purpose of holding the hejpriotective
custody until the heir comes of age. Keep in ntivad this
analogy is similar to the one he’s already givenhapter three.

GAL 3:23-25 “Before this faith came, we were hpttsoners by
the law, locked up until faith should be reveal&b the law was
put in charge to lead us to Christ that we mighjuséfied by
faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longetar the
supervision of the law.”

And so as Paul continues in chapter four he isngatyiat being an
heir in waiting is not unlike being a slave. Ane tleason for this
is because the heir doesn’t have all of the pié@ethat he will
have when he comes of age.

Imagine a 16 year old receiving his dad’s estataitiions of
dollars and having the freedom to do with it asMile Once he’s
spent the money buying his own skateboard park\vamhrati's
for all his friends along with traveling the worlde’s now gone
through a major portion of the estate.

This is why minors are not usually given such feeadThey are
given an age at which they can begin to realizesthate, which is
usually an age where they are considered a littleerresponsible.



But the question is, what do any of these analdpi@sPaul is
using have to do with our salvation? What's thapof
discussing being an heir to an estate and yetiamdieunlike a
slave?

Well, the way we need to view all of this is to erstand what the
estate actually is and what the inheritance agtwadtails. And
then we need to understand the regulations whielpairinto place
to hold us until the estate comes to be realized.

The rules and regulations which were meant to ad'’s chosen,
the Jews, and in a sense to set them aside weyirédalize the
estate, is the Mosaic law. The law was used tovshem what the
estate is and how they can attain it. It pointeth&oestate, but it
only belongs to those Jews who plan on seekingstae in the
way God’s word says it can be attained.

And so, God’s word sets the standard, and thertptorthe one
who has kept that standard which then leads udti the estate
or inheritance is.

The estate or inheritance that Paul is talking &hete in our text
is none other than Jesus Christ Himself and Hig#am. For
lack of a better analogy He is the pot of golchaténd of the
rainbow. He is the prize which we all seek. Heus iaheritance
once we have come into possession of it by faith.

And so, when Paul says that as long as the haiclsld, he is no
different from a slave, he is saying that as loaighe Jews are
continuing under the direction of the law they boeind to that law
until they come of age, or until they place theith in Christ.

He may be an heir and he may have all of the presnighich the
law points to in Christ, but until that time in whihe places his
faith in Christ, he is still like a slave who isbgeict to someone
else. This is what Paul points out in verses 2znd

GAL 4:2-3 “He is subject to guardians and trustesd the time
set by his father. So also, when we were childnenyere in
slavery under the basic principles of the world.”

In other words, outside of a relationship with Ghthose basic
principles of the world kept us in custody. They ps under the
bondage of the law which in itself gave us no hope.

Now, when Paul speaks of these basic principléseofvorld he is
probably including not only the Mosaic law, but the/ which is a



part of all mankind which we instinctively known fact, he
addresses this innate understanding which eveGéndéles are
not excused from.

ROM 1:18-20 “The wrath of God is being revealazhirheaven
against all the godlessness and wickedness of mersuppress
the truth by their wickedness, since what mayre@an about
God is plain to them, because God has made it pdaimem. For
since the creation of the world God's invisibleldigs - his eternal
power and divine nature - have been clearly sesinglunderstood
from what has been made, so that men are withautsex”

Whether it's the law of Moses or the law writtentbe
consciences of men in general, these laws are nedirect us to
the God who saves. These laws show us that we aprsbort of
God'’s righteousness, and these laws lead us tGddevho makes
a way of appeasing the penalty of the law.

But there’s a time in which the law gives way ttvadon found
only in God. There’s a time in which we put the laside for
grace. It’s at this time that the heir receive®wigpayment of the
inheritance. But there was an actual time in hystanen this
inheritance was offered to the heir, when the Masaictually
came to Israel and the world.

GAL 4:4-5 “But when the time had fully come, Gaghs his Son,
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem thoskeulaw, that
we might receive the full rights of sons.”

What this shows us is that God has a timetableglitays has. It
is not a coincidence that Jesus Christ came whediddé-rom all
of eternity the Son of God was to be our Saviorwds chosen by
the Father for such a role. But He was chosenlfidi faod’s
redemptive timetable.

1PE 1:20 “He [Jesus] was chosen before the creafithe world,
but was revealed in these last times for your Sake.

To be chosen before the creation of the world mézatsthe Son
of God had counseled with the Father and Spiribfgeime came
into being, which means that even before man weeted the Son
of God was chosen to be our Savior, which meansk@ed long
before hand that we would sin and need a Saviod. Paul
confirms this when writing to Titus.

TIT 1:1-2 “Paul, a servant of God and an apodtléesus Christ
for the faith of God's elect and the knowledgehef truth that



leads to godliness a faith and knowledge restintherhope of
eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promigedore the
beginning of time,...”

This promise before the beginning of time could mte been
pronounced to man since he was not yet created¢hwheans that
the promise was one which the Father, the Sonten#ioly Spirit
had agreed upon before time began. This redemplarewas part
of the eternal decree of a Sovereign God.

And of course time began at the creation. Timedeeative
product. Before the creation there was no timey tme eternal in
which God lived since He transcends time. Andngdoen we talk
about the timetable of God we are talking aboutnatable which
was actually established by God before time began.

And the point Paul is making is that no part of salvation is by
chance or coincidence. Just as a father puts daimecinto effect
for his children to receive their inheritance, beavenly Father
has a perfect timetable which was realized whenSdis came into
the world to redeem us.

And so, according to verse four of our text, “wltke time had
fully come, (in other words when God’s timetableswaet), God
sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law,...”.

Now the reason that Paul uses the expression h@mwoman,
born under law, he is simply stating that JesussCias fully
human in every sense we are human. It's assuna¢debus was
born of a virgin though Paul doesn’t state heretntext.

But the main point is that since man sinned, th@g a man could
pay the penalty of that sin, which means the Saalsw had to be a
man. We've touched on this in our study on Thuysdghts as
we’re going through the Old Testament. And we’versehere the
Son of God had made appearances to men in the&3ldment.

In one such incident Abraham was out in the fieltien three men
approached him. He invited them for supper andextly knew
instinctively that one of the men was none othant®od Himself.
In fact, we're told he was the Lord.

GEN 18:1-2 “The LORD appeared to Abraham neagtieat
trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entranddas tent in
the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and sagethren
standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried thenentrance
of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the gdoun



After supper two of the men left and went down tal@&@mn where
they later were instrumental in bringing Lot and family out of
the city. We know that those two were angels, betthird man
was the Lord.

GEN 18:22 “The men turned away and went towardo8gdut
Abraham remained standing before the LORD [JehoVah]

The question then is, was the Lord, who appearednaan before
Abraham, a true man? And by the way, this appearahGod
before Abraham and others in the Old Testamentasvk as a
Theophony or a Christophony, which is a pre-inctag@pearance
of Jesus Christ, which really answers the quest®to whether or
not the Son of God was a true man at His appeataafoee
Abraham.

The answer is, no, He was not a true man at thgseaaances.
And the reason is quite simple. He had not yehlyen of a
woman. To be a true human being Jesus could niat ttebe a
man, eligible to take our penalty for sin, unlegsddme into this
world the same way every other human has comehigavorld.

Now granted, His conception was unique in that lds wonceived
by the Holy Spirit, but He had taken on flesh arasworn the
same way every other baby is born. He could natncla be the
Son of man had He not been born of a woman.

But Paul then goes on to say He was born undenidaich means
He was born according to the laws of nature as agebeing born
under the same legal requirements all other men facs. And
specifically He was born under the Mosaic law whitdhwas
required to obey perfectly.

And so, in every way, He was one of us. And beedliis eternal
plan included His humanity it was all being fulsd in the perfect
timetable as Jesus was born into this world. Betd was a reason
for His birth as Paul continues.

He was born “to redeem those under law, that wéntmigeive the
full rights of sons.” (GAL 4:5)

This is the reason for His birth; to redeem us ftbepenalty of
sin the law produces. Until the law is dealt withour lives we
cannot be reconciled to the Father and therefaraataeceive the
full rights of sons.



In other words, we cannot belong to the family @id@nless we
have been redeemed. Now, to be redeemed is simply bought
back. Outside of Christ our master was Satan. ¥lenlged to our
father Satan and were doomed to suffer the pehalig to
ultimately suffer and that is to be thrown into take of fire at the
end of the age.

What Jesus Christ accomplished was to come intwinkel as a
man and pay man’s debt to God. In so doing Hedlitepurchased
us with His blood. When we receive this redempbgriaith we
pass from death to life; we pass from the kingddmtaokness
ruled by Satan, to the kingdom of light ruled byri€h

And this is what Paul means when he says that we teceived
the full rights of sons. When we place our faittCinrist we have
moved from being under the direction of the lawjchitwas
designed to be our tutor to lead us to Christ,\@adave now been
given the downpayment of the inheritance who isisEhr

But this relationship with our God is one whictuigque in the
sense that no one is born into the family of Gothantrue sense of
the word. In other words, we don’t inherit eterhif@ simply by
being born physically into this world.

This means that we by nature are outside of thdyarhGod and
must be adopted into His family. The beauty ofpnim is that
God seeks us to be part of His family and thengjiethe legal
status of being His son or daughter.

EPH 1:4-5 “For he chose us in him before the avaatf the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. Indldne predestined
us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Ghrstgordance
with his pleasure and will -...”

The adoption Paul speaks of is not unlike the adopte know of
today. There might be a child in Yugoslavia, feaeple, who has
no parents and yet an American couple can go tweee tand adopt
that child. This means that the child not only taltee name of his
new parents but he also shares in every blessiaguaal born

child would enjoy.

There is no difference at that point in statuse &topted child
shares in any inheritance, and he shares in evegythat family
possesses, not the least of which is the love ftmse parents.



The connection Paul makes to this arrangementagftaxh is that
despite the fact that we are not children of Goahatyire, He
comes to us and adopts us into His family becaweskves us.

And as a result of this sonship through Christ we/ share in His
forever family along with all of the blessings gmdmises given
to us by our heavenly Father, including His lovel&igshes on us.

That child from Yugoslavia who had no parents, iwaw with
confidence and a new sense of belonging, call thieaagers,
father and mother.

And in a similar way, despite the fact that we hagen estranged
from God because of our sin and its penalty, wenam, with
confidence in Christ, know that we have a Fatheo loles us and
will do everything to make sure that we will spegtdrnity with
Him.

EPH 3:12 “In him and through faith in him we maypabach God
with freedom and confidence.”

This is a father/son relationship which allows katecess to the
one who adopted us and loves us. There’s the tegderthink
that somehow God is too busy or too awesome tavalothe kind
of intimacy we might expect in such a relationsiipd yet, this is
not the case.

Our heavenly Father loves it when we come to Himldves it
when we spend time with Him. But more than thatdles the
idea that one day we will be in His presence forewée will
realize the inheritance He purchased for us thrddiglown
beloved Son whom He gave up for us.

We have the freedom and confidence to approaclhirise of
glory through Christ today. But there will be a dayvhich we
stand before His throne in the glory of our Lordukewho
purchased us and adopted us into His forever family

This is part of our inheritance which involves &ufe hope. And it
is a hope we should look forward to as we awaiffithed plan of
God which was planned from all of eternity, and thaludes the
physical return of Christ who will judge this wordehd will
ultimately issue in the new heavens and the neth.ear

ROM 8:23-25 “Not only so, but we ourselves, wheoéthe
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wagagerly for our
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.inAhis hope



we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hoak &/ho hopes
for what he already has? But if we hope for whatde not yet
have, we wait for it patiently.”

In other words, the consummation of our relatiopshith our

Lord is still future oriented. We have the proniisday like that
child who is too young to realize the entirety of imheritance, but
who is still an heir. Nothing can change that statBut when the
heir receives the full inheritance what a day ¢dicéng that will

be.

And that's what we have to look forward to. Thisnd is not our
home and this world is not the ultimate kingdonGaid we have
in store for us. In a sense, this world is onghadow of the true
inheritance to come which is why we don’t want timre our
treasures here.

MAT 6:19-21 "Do not store up for yourselves treasuon earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thievekbneand steal.
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaveerevinoth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not hireakd steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart velatso.”

Paul was always storing up treasures for heavére asiderstood
that there was a future reward.

2TI1 4:8 “Now there is in store for me the crownrigihteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will awarare on that day -
and not only to me, but also to all who have lonfpechis
appearing.”

This crown of righteousness is the righteousnegshoist put to
our account and it is this very thing which ensuwessonship with
the Father and creates a unique and intimate aakdtip which
Paul brings out in our text.

GAL 4:6-7 “Because you are sons, God sent thatQihis Son
into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, "Abbather.” So you
are no longer a slave, but a son; and since yoa aom, God has
made you also an heir.”

It is the Spirit of God who indwells every believard who
encourages us to pursue this relationship wittheawvenly Father.
And what is interesting about this is the nameSpegit of God
encourages us to use as we cry out to our Fatrsethé name
Abba. It's Aramaic for daddy or papa.



It's an endearing term that children would be inedl to use.
Again, this shows us the way in which God allowsaisome
before Him knowing that He will receive us as tating and
loving Father who is excited that we have comeita.H

But along with that personal and intimate relatlopghere is also
that hope of what lies in store for us. Being a sodaughter of
God we are also an heir. There is so much in $tores and there
are so many blessings. Paul realized this andcegjan the
blessings of God.

EPH 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of oud Uesus
Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realitiisevery
spiritual blessing in Christ.”

But it's so important for us to appreciate whas itve have in
Christ and to show our gratitude and thankfulnei$is ives of
love and obedience. This is what the writer of léglw tells us.

HEB 12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving gliom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so woGhd
acceptably with reverence and awe,...”

We are children of God, we are heirs and co-heitis Jesus
Christ, and we have a Father who loves us and whermall
Abba. Don't ever think that your heavenly Fatheesltt love you
abundantly. Trust Him and love Him with all yourang soul and
mind. And never forget your status in Christ.

1PE 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royakpita®d, a holy
nation, a people belonging to God, that you mayadec¢he praises
of him who called you out of darkness into his wexfdl light.”

We are a people who are loved by God more thanowkl @ver
realize. If you ever doubt His love for you jusbkoto the cross;
the cross He sent His only begotten Son to to lsuyack so that
we can be with Him forever.

And never forget, nothing can separate us froniabe of Christ.
May we rejoice in that truth forever more.



