Galatians 3:10-14 “The Righteous will live by it

GAL 3:10-13 “All who rely on observing the law aveder a
curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone wluesl not continue
to do everything written in the Book of the LawClearly no one
is justified before God by the law, because, "Tigateous will

live by faith." The law is not based on faith; ke contrary, "The
man who does these things will live by them." Ghredeemed us
from the curse of the law by becoming a curse &ffar it is
written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a trele. redeemed
us in order that the blessing given to Abraham tegime to the
Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faithmight receive the
promise of the Spirit.

When we look at a passage like this, or for thatengathis entire
letter which deals with observing the law versuacgrthrough
Jesus Christ alone, one may wonder what the bigislea

How is it that any true Christian could confusestivhole issue
which seems to be black and white? Why do we sperel
dealing with a subject which doesn’t seem to touslpersonally?
After all, we know that we can’t earn our way taten through
the law. We know that Jesus Christ paid our dehilin Why the
attention?

Well, first of all it is God Himself who has devata whole letter
to this issue. And while it's true that it wasetited to individuals
in Galatia this is a letter to the entire churchdth ages. And
therefore it is meant to be instructive as welkkasouraging to all
believers.

There is a trend in the world today for people, wilame the name
of Christ, to simply find their common ground iratmame instead
of understanding that salvation is not just in medut in the
person whose name it is.

What | mean by this is that there is a huge diffeeebetween
being identified with a name and actually knowihg person. |
might take great delight in being able to hang adbsomeone who
knows Tony Dungee, the head coach for the TampaBBag. But
it's no substitute for actually knowing Tony Dungéeneither
know him or hang around someone who does).



But in a similar way there are people who rely anexe
association with those who know Christ, or a mesoaiation with
the church, who then think that they've fulfilledrse requirement
to be saved. They have in essence created a ldgntselves
which goes beyond the written word of God.

This will not save them. And it's as true todayitasas during the
time in which Paul wrote this letter to the Galaia And one of
the reasons Paul writes this letter to Christiarte emphasize the
differences and then instruct them in such a watyep may be
able to articulate these differences.

You may very well believe in the Pre-millennialgPFribulation
approach to Christ’'s second return. But if you tedrto be able to
articulate some of the finer points of this doarihwould be wise
to be instructed in not only the Pre-millennial eggzh, but also in
the A-millennial as well as the Post-millennialdkengs to see the
differences.

And in a similar way Paul is giving these Galatiaome of the
finer points of the law versus grace so that ifeheas any
confusion it would be cleared up, and then theyld/be
encouraged to articulate the truth in such a wagre/tthere would
no longer be any confusion.

After all, Paul knew he wouldn’t be around forevéte needed to
disciple others to carry on the truth. And thatlsywe study the
word of God, and it's also why we as believers havebligation
to take these teachings and embrace them for @esspersonally
so that in turn we may instruct others, either bgdaly teaching
others these truths, or through our example.

Either way teaching is going on. This is why we eeferred to as
living letters.

2CO0O 3:3 “You show that you are a letter from Chtise result of
our ministry, written not with ink but with the Sjiof the living
God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of huhearts.”

When someone reads our lives what are they beugihta Paul
wants people to be taught that the grace of Gadthedaw, is
what makes a difference in our lives. He wants feetiprealize
that God has touched our hearts, not merely fousad follow
some regulation.

And whether they realized it or not, some of th@sdatians were
depicting the life of Christ in their lives with @ outward



expression of the law written on tablets of stare] then calling
that a work of the Spirit in their hearts.

And there is always that danger in our own livége can become
so complacent with our salvation that it often Isals though
we’ve been put into auto-pilot to where we simptytgrough the
motions instead of demonstrating a vibrant relatiom with the
living God as we please Him with a faith based life

Now, for the Judaizers of Paul’s day there wasnetepse about
how they were trying to please God. It was ndhfaiased, but
performance based as they not only included thealae way of
life, but also as a way of contributing to theilvadion.

But the word of God is very clear on what happenthose who
fall short of keeping the law perfectly.

DEU 27:26 "Cursed is the man who does not uphwdnatords of
this law by carrying them out."

In other words, if you don’t carry them out accoiglio the letter
of the law you will receive the curse, or the pgnalhis by the
way was the reason for the yearly Day of Atonemérgre Israel
found that they could be forgiven of their sin thgb a sacrifice on
their behalf.

They knew they couldn’t keep the law perfectly aodhey relied
upon the sacrificial system God gave them, which teebe
received by faith. How else could it be receivetdiv in the
world does the blood of an animal take away sin@ll\W doesn't.
But if you place your faith in God who uses thahkato represent
the One who will come to take away your sin, tHeat sacrificial
system becomes your way to life, based on faithhat it
represents.

But you know what? You could observe the Day ofrsiment
without faith. You could simply obey out of compiols. You
could simply go through the motions. But unless yeceived it
by faith it wouldn’t do anything for you.

It's the same today. People trust themselves ghrteousness, and
not the one who would take their place.

And so, Paul continues to demonstrate the truthihatt it means to
be a Christian and what it means to grow in Clagshe addresses
the Galatians in verse 10 of our text.



GAL 3:10 “All who rely on observing the law areder a curse,
for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does omtinue to do
everything written in the Book of the Law."

A more accurate translation would be, “as manyra®hthe
works of the law are under a curse...” (NASB)

Two things need to be noted in this verse:

1) what are the works of the law? 2) and whatiss ¢hrse
which is related to the law?

When we talk about the works of the law we areimystishing
between simply keeping the law, (which every Jews wa
commanded to do by God Himself), and using thedawa means
of justification before God.

Moses, for example, kept the law. But Moses negeduhe law as
though it made him righteous. Rather, because Moslesved

God and loved God and so he was willing to obey @odatters
which had to do with the law.

And so, in one sense, Moses was simply doing wioat G
commanded because he already had a relationshipGed
through faith. Works followed faith. It was hith in God which
resulted in having a righteousness from God. Oasae the law
was added was to distinguish Israel from the otiagions as being
a people ruled by God.

There were certainly other reasons for the lawaag points out in
this letter, but this was an important distinctamthe other nations
surrounding Israel were not personally approache@do in the
same way He approached Israel, as He then gavetkizelaw.

This is why Paul asks the question concerning Israe

ROM 3:1 “What advantage, then, is there in beidgw, or what
value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in everyiMarst of all,
they have been entrusted with the very words of.God

The law is the word of God. And the Jews wereptesonal
recipients of this word. But they were recipient$ because they
had kept the law, but because God graciously ctieesa and
called them out to be a special people long befwrdaw was ever
given to them.

Had they somehow earned God'’s favor before reagithia law?
No. Then how could they possibly earn God'’s faviteraeceiving
and then keeping the law? They couldn’t. And yefprtunately



many of them had taken that very law and used a m&ans of
trying to earn God'’s favor instead of realizingttzd’s law was
never meant to be used this way.

And so, when we talk about those who are of theksof the law,
we are talking about those who use the law in ptdc@mply
believing on the promises of God. And so, Paul shgsthose
who are of the works of the law are under a curse.

Now, the idea here is that a curse carries wighjidgment. And
the judgment related to the law is death if thet i not kept
perfectly as it is relied upon to get you to heaverthis sense the
law is a very hard taskmaster. It doesn’t cut yoy slack.

Why? Because it addresses the perfect and halyenat the one
who gave the law, namely God Himself. In this scihe law
reflects the perfect nature of God who demandspgadn if we
are to have a relationship with Him.

And if we don’t keep His law perfectly then theseai curse
attached to it, or to put it another way, thera genalty attached to
it; the same penalty that was attached to theléivgtgiven to
mankind when God commanded Adam and Eve not toféhe
forbidden fruit. That penalty or curse was death.

And so, if you want to be under the works of the, lthen you
need to realize that you will be under the law’sselor penalty
which is death. That's the only thing the law vaitbduce in our
lives if we're going to use it as a means of tryiogttain
righteousness.

On the other hand, the law was used as a measiiakgpf

Israel’s faith in God prior to Christ coming intoig world. This is
why | said earlier that Israel was meant to be keepf the law.
But this was to be with the understanding that theye following
God by faith in the promises that were given togkam, and then
out of gratitude they were to obey God.

It's no different today. You and | are to be a geopho obeys
God. But our obedience doesn't earn us salvati@thie result of
our salvation. This is why Jesus said, "If youdawe, you will
obey what | command.” (JOH 14:15)

Obedience follows love. And our love for God corfresn Him
first loving us and giving us life eternal. To gegt that trying to
obey God earns His love for us is backwards. Anchs
backwards for Israel who was using the law in tieisy way. If



we use the law in this way we will suffer its curge penalty,
which is death.

On the other hand, if obedience to the law, as @anef earning
God'’s favor, will only produce death, then how de @me out
from under that curse? And here is where Paulyrbék the ball
out of the park as far as these Judaizers wereecoed, who were
using the O.T. Scriptures to justify their positioinadding the law
to Christ.

GAL 3:11 “Clearly no one is justified before Gog the law,
because, "The righteous will live by faith."

The word does not say, the righteous will live bg works of the
law, but by faith. Now, how does this negate whatJudaizers
are teaching? Well, keep in mind that the Judsiaee using the
Scriptures to convince the Gentiles that to beytsalved one must
be like the Jew who had the law and kept the law.

Paul comes along and quotes the very O.T. Scripthey were
using and shows them that the word of God onlydmesway
whereby a person can have righteousness beforea@ddhat’s by
faith. He’s actually quoting the prophet Habakkuk.

HAB 2:4 "See, he is puffed up; his desires areupoight - but the
righteous will live by his faith -....”

What does this mean? It means that for a man t@gbteous and
to live in that righteousness he must go outsideiokelf for
righteousness, since he has none in himself whittlsatisfy
God’s demand of a perfect righteousness, so aave &
relationship with the living God.

Where does that righteousness come from? It conmesGod
since He is perfect and righteous and holy. Andsbe declared
righteous is to believe God at His word as He psasito reconcile
us back to Himself through the means He providekemperfect
sacrifice.

That's why God could declare Abraham righteous wHen
approached Abraham with a promise that he woulidhédather of
many nations. Abraham simply submitted to the Aimty God
who made such a promise long before Abraham hadfatdren.
Abraham believed God and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.



And that's what the prophet Habakkuk is sayingalt, we know
that this is what Habakkuk is saying as the HolyiSipspires the
writer of Hebrews and Paul as they both use thizeseerse
contained in the O.T. Scriptures.

HEB 10:37 -39 “For in just a very little while, "Heho is coming
will come and will not delay. But my righteous onél live by
faith. And if he shrinks back, | will not be pledseith him."But
we are not of those who shrink back and are desth,dyut of those
who believe and are saved.”

ROM 1:17 “For in the gospel a righteousness frood &
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith frost fw last, just as it
is written: "The righteous will live by faith."

Now, why don’t we want to use the law as a means of
justification? Why does the law fall short whemrdames to faith?
Well, Paul answers that for us in our text.

GAL 3:12 “The law is not based on faith; on thetary, "The
man who does these things will live by them."

Now wait a minute. | thought we said earlier thiew Moses, for
example, kept the law he was doing so out of faitBod. He was.
But it wasn't a faith in the law. It was a faithtime promises of
God, not the least of which was to bring His peopte the
Promised Land. His keeping of the law was outldience and
love for the God he placed his faith in.

And so, when Paul says that the law is not basdditimhe simply
states the fact that the law is an expression af$Gmoliness which
He desires His people to emulate. But it doesie tfaith to keep
the law. Anybody can follow a set of rules. Anglgacan make a
list of do’s and don’ts and set out to observe them

That doesn’t take faith, it takes effort. And agd&aul quotes the
O.T. Scriptures in making his point when he saygerse 11, “on
the contrary, "The man who does these things vél by them."

In other words, if you're going to determine théule of your
eternal life based on the keeping of the law, ymmnneed to
willing to live by the consequences of not keepimat law
perfectly. And Paul has already told us that irsgel0; you
receive the curse.



GAL 3:13 “Christ redeemed us from the curse ofldve by
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Curse@veryone who
is hung on a tree.”

Paul is continuing to use the very O.T. Scriptuhese Judaizers
were using to prove that the law needed to be atiddee work of
Christ. But before we look at that Paul lays thenidation for how
the law was able to be kept perfectly by someone eduld then
take our place.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law lyob@ng a curse
for us...”

What does this mean? This statement sums up wdthti@mnands
of all people. The penalty must be paid. Somevoust suffer the
curse because men have not kept the law; theyfalier short of

God’s perfect holiness which is seen in the law.

So, if we must suffer the curse, which is deathy ban we be
bought back? That’'s what the word redeemed meanes This
was a word used to describe how someone could tghband
become the possession of someone else. You magbtdold
yourself into slavery to pay a debt.

Well, a relative comes along and pays that debtoaimgjs you out
from under the obligation you had to that person gawed money
to. Inthat sense you've been redeemed.

The same is true of us. We owed God our very livest's the
debt. But His Son comes along and pays that defoilias He
goes to the cross, after having kept the law pyfeend then He
dies in our place. By having satisfied the debugé&3hrist extends
the gift of redemption to us to receive by faith.

In this way He has become a curse for us. Whatrti@ans is that
He did not become a sinner, but embodied our siHiorself.
Prior to this we were the curse and we deservelittdBut Jesus
becomes the curse and dies in our place thoughddesinless.

And Paul uses the Scriptures to prove that the Mdledsad to do
this. | mean we need to understand that for mamsg Jthe idea
that their Messiah had to suffer and die was alemoto them, and
still is even today. They look for a Messiah whasti®ng and who
will deliver them from the bondage they suffer histworld.

They have missed the point that the Messiah misdtifecome the
curse that they presently are. And then Paul shbems from their



own Scriptures as he quotes the law given to thgiMdses
through God.

DEU 21:22 *“If a man guilty of a capital offensepigt to death and
his body is hung on a tree, 23 you must not |léasdody on the
tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same Hagause anyone
who is hung on a tree is under God's curse.”

What this law means is that when someone comnuatieapital
crime they were to be put to death. The methoctlsrsed was not
to crucify them, but to stone them, according ®word of God.
But after they were stoned they would then be putlisplay by
hanging them on a tree for all to see.

And so, when people would pass by and see this loedylon a
tree this was a clear indication that they hadesatf the curse of
God, which in this case was death for his crime.

The way in which this is connected to Jesus Clwitat our Lord
was convicted of a capital crime. The crime waadom as He was
accused of declaring Himself to be a king whendlveas only one
King in the Roman Empire, and that was Caesar.

This, by the way, is the reason there was a sigiy lower the cross
of Christ which identified His crime.

MAT 27:37 “Above his head they placed the writtdrarge
against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

In fact, since Jerusalem was kind of a metropoltignwith
peoples of different backgrounds and languages$eRit@de sure
everyone in the city understood why Jesus was beungfied,
hung on a tree.

JOH 19:20 “Many of the Jews read this sign, fer pkace where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and thewgamwritten in
Aramaic, Latin and Greek.”

But in fulfilling the law perfectly, just as thatiminal under the
law according to Deuteronomy, Jesus could not @tathat cross
over night.

DEU 21:23 *“you must not leave his body on the treernight. Be
sure to bury him that same day...”

And sure enough that same day Jesus was takenfdmwrthe
cross and placed in the tomb of a rich man. Herbeaaur curse as
He took our penalty. He bought us back as He reddars.



GAL 3:14 “He redeemed us in order that the blegginen to
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Chasug, so that
by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit

We’re now back to the blessing of Abraham, whiaktsthJudaizers
were saying was coming through both Jesus Christlanlaw.

But the blessing given to Abraham couldn’t cometigh the law
since the law was never given to Abraham. Andiththe point
Paul is trying to drive home.

In fact, Paul says that even the Gentiles canvediis same
blessing of Abraham simply by believing on the Ldesus Christ.
It is by the same faith Abraham had, not by the ehvich
Abraham didn’t have.

You don't have to be limited to being a Jew and gertainly
don’t have to observe the law given to the Jewenjoy the
blessing Abraham enjoyed. This was the messadetGalatians.
It was meant to bless them and encourage thenthiaaneed only
believe and walk in that belief, not add the lawwwat Christ had
already done by becoming our curse.

By faith we receive the promise of the Spirit, dydfaith we are
sealed by the same Spirit for the day of redempiitwe Spirit of
God will also empower us to walk in the ways of dard, not as a
way to earn His favor, but as a way to show ouelamd gratitude
that we have new life in Christ.

COL 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you righas you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and assyg
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitudgowr hearts to
God. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word adjelo it all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to thed~ather
through him.”



