Galatians 3:1-2 “Works of Law vs. Grace througtith”

GAL 3:1-5 “You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitchgou?
Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearlyrgyget as
crucified. | would like to learn just one thingom you: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by &éing what you
heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning witke Sypirit, are
you now trying to attain your goal by human effoifave you
suffered so much for nothing - if it really was fasthing? Does
God give you his Spirit and work miracles among pecause you
observe the law, or because you believe what yaud?é

This section of Scripture is clearly making a distion between
walking in the Spirit and walking in the flesh, atf results of
each. Paul can't believe that these people whmdlabe
Christians, (and by the very definition of thatidestion, are
spiritual people), are now practicing a fleshly ieggeh to a
spiritual life.

Paul begins this section by calling them foolisk.tBday’s
standard a remark which might be taken as insgasti rude. But
this is not a statement which is either rude orailed for. The
context makes it clear that these people are indtittg properly
and therefore are in danger of misrepresentind.otd and Savior
and His gospel, which could have eternal conseqsfor those
with whom they shared this false gospel.

And by the way, the word foolish here is not used way which
attacks their intelligence. This doesn’t mean tiveye stupid.
Keep in mind that it was the apostle Paul himsélbirst shared
the gospel with these people. He had taken greattaaonvey the
truth to them in a way that was quite powerful.

And he would have made sure that they understoddecepted
the gospel based on the facts of Scripture andriyistAs John
MacArthur points out, “the believers in Galatigimply failed to
use their spiritual intelligence when faced by tinscriptural,
gospel-destroying teaching of the Judaizers. Thengwot using
their heads.”

It would be one thing if they had never been tadléttruth. It
would be one thing if they had never been expose¢hle dangers
of false teachings, but Paul constantly warned tbeésuch things,



and so to blatantly go against the truth is fool@ha variety of
reasons.

Now, the word foolish here in the Greek often comsvihe idea of
“a wrong attitude of heart, a lack of judgmentJ. KlacArthur)

And in the case of these Galatians they had a wattitgde of
heart about the law of Moses as the Judaizers twaohing the
necessity of it for their salvation. This was géulack of
judgment.

Paul had used this same word when addressing Tynnotiegards
to being content with what the Lord provides, apaged to
seeking wealth as an end in itself. Again, thia mparison
between the flesh and the spirit.

1TI 6:8-9 “But if we have food and clothing, welMae content
with that. People who want to get rich fall ineartptation and a
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires ghahge men
into ruin and destruction.”

Jesus addressed this attitude of the heart asofie $p the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus after His resumecHe had
been discussing the events of His own crucifixioththese two
men and they only saw the tragedy of the even¢aasof trying to
understand the spiritual implications which wereacly taught in
Scripture.

LUK 24:25-27 “He said to them, "How foolish yoweaand how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets hgpweken! Did not
the Christ have to suffer these things and theardns glory?"And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he éxpthto them
what was said in all the Scriptures concerning Bifri's

The issue here is what is spiritual and how mususeesthe
spiritual means to grow and mature and not getlttawgin the
fleshly approach to life to the degree where wenealsandon the
very foundation of our salvation, which is wheredé Galatians
were going.

We have the choice to either be wise as we usgpinéual means
to grow, or we can be foolish as we abandon thasansin favor
of the wisdom of this world. It's our choice.

And by the way, what this does is to put the respmlity back in
the laps of believers instead of shifting the blasmsomething or
someone else. Most of us remember the phrasé&\fHgon made



popular back in the 70’s on his television show wbee of his
characters would come out and say, “the devil nmadelo it.”

The irony here is that someone might make the foaigbat very
thing as Paul continues in this verse by sayingh6Was
bewitched you?”

Remember the television show Bewitched which pgetilaa
housewife named Samantha who was anything butangiand
yet who wanted to live a regular life without thenlefit of her
special powers? Does this sound like we’re doifgamno for
Nick at Night?

Anyway, Samantha would invariably end up usinggwwrers to
change events or actually make people do thingswioaldn’t
normally do. And so, you'd have people doing tisiagainst their
wills in her neighborhood.

But when Paul uses the term bewitched here he’'tatiohg about
someone being put into some sort of trance anedbte do
something against their will. The word in the argg Greek is a
word which means to fascinate in a deceptive wdly thie intent
of leading some astray.

And so, what this suggests is that these Galaktesidsoth the
intelligence and the spiritual where-withal to @istright from
wrong, but like that cobra who becomes obsessdutivit moving
flute, these people had become fascinated with@hteg that took
them off track.

And so, instead of walking their Christian livestie truth of
God’s word they had become more motivated by fgadwer fact.
Now, there’s nothing wrong with feelings. God gasefeelings,
and as we’ll see, Paul appeals to their feelingseanotions later
in our text. But when it comes to the basis of atdn and the way
in which we honor God in our salvation, feelingséa tendency
to cloud our spiritual reasoning when they rule lotes.

This is what has happened to these Galatians. ity become
bewitched or charmed by these Judaizers who eWoeete very
convincing. And instead of standing on the fourataof their
faith, who is Christ, they have been convinced ihiadust be
Christ plus the law.

And here’s where Paul appeals to their logic, heirtfeelings at
the end of verse one. “Before your very eyes JE$uist was
clearly portrayed as crucified.” The NASB putthis way.



“...before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publiclyraged as
crucified.”

Now, is Paul saying that before their very eyey titerally saw
Jesus Christ hung on the cross for their redemsioone 17 to 18
years earlier? Were they actually there? No.

This is an expression which demonstrates how taeybeen given
the truth of Christ so convincingly that in theima's eyes they
saw it for what it was; the absolute truth. In fabe word used for
portrayed, or publicly portrayed, is the Greek wprdgrapho. The
suffix grapho is where we get our English word ¢napsomething
that can be clearly seen.

In fact, this was “a word used of posting importafiicial notices
on a placard in the marketplace or other publiations for the
citizens to read. Jesus Christ had been figuratipigcarded
before the Galatians by Paul himself for everyansee clearly.”
(John MacArthur)

This is why Paul is amazed at their foolishnessranfles the
comment that you guys must be charmed or hypnobieeduse no
one in their right mind goes after such blatarg¢hbod when
you've got the truth, unless you're bewitched.

And so, this is really a slap in their face whershgs this because
they would never want to be accused that someoné&béed them
into believing something against their will, or thiaeir minds were
so weak that they could be swayed by such falsehood

But the truth of the matter is that none of usextempt from
succumbing to falsehoods. Because unless we avadgd in the
truth and walk in that truth we are susceptiblee¢ong blown about
by every wind of doctrine that comes down the pike.

It amazes me when | talk with people who claimeddhristians
how absolutely absurd some of their beliefs arker& are people
for example who have called our church and wouldome out
because we weren’t using the King James Versidgheobible.

Many of these people actually believe that the kKJthe inspired
English translation of the bible in the same waat the first
transcripts were inspired when Paul originally verdgtem under
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

In other words, according to them, until 1611, l@reabouts, no
one had an English bible which could be reliab{e one in the



English speaking world had a bible that could besatered the
true word of God. It took the Holy Spirit almostQByears to
finally inspire, in the same way He inspired Paul English bible
for the world.

It's utter foolishness. And yet it is that kindfoblishness which
will keep some people from coming out to one of senvices to
sit under the teaching of the word of God. I've mato other
people who believe that unless our services asenmeone’s home
we’re not really a church. I've also had just tipposite view that
unless we’re meeting in a regular church buildinthwa steeple,
we’re not really a church.

There is so much foolishness in the world today, yet,
unfortunately, the church has got a huge cornénefnarket on
that foolishness, and they end up living theirdiveder a lie
because they've become fascinated, or charmedvaitdhed with
teachings that tickle their ears.

Of course it's bad enough when such teachings rpewele to do
and say things which are not in accord with Godddybut when
those teachings actually change the gospel of J&sust, as it did
in Galatia and other parts of the world, then tdyaes the height
of foolishness, because as Paul has said eahlee ts only one
gospel. All others lead to death.

He says to these Galatians, that just as if Chrigé were put on a
placard in the public square, or for our contempocalture, just
as if Christ’s life was on video tape for all teesgou have seen it
in the way we’ve delivered it to you because irigh we can
testify to.

And now, to substitute that for a false gospebithness. But
notice how Paul adds that Christ was publicly @yd as
crucified. This was always central to Paul’'s mgssaf our
Redeemer. In fact, he actually identifies the gbspéesus Christ
as the message of the cross.

1CO 1:18 “For the message of the cross is fooéishro those
who are perishing, but to us who are being savidtlite power of
God.”

This message of the cross of Christ permeated esgrgct of
Paul’s life.

1CO 2:2 “For I resolved to know nothing while | svaith you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”



Why is the crucifixion of Christ so important inraiext? Well,
what is the alternative to being saved accordinteéaludaizers?
Well, they would certainly not deny the death ofi€hfor our
sins, but they then add the law as a means ohattpihis
salvation.

But if it takes the death of the Son of God to aeplish our
salvation, how then does anything that involvesparticipation in
obtaining this salvation add to our redemption®threr words, if
this new life comes from God who is Spirit, and when became
flesh, as the Son of God took on humanity, beinm lod a woman,
how does anything outside of God add to our sain&tisn’t
God’s effort alone sufficient?

That would be like saying that what makes the MiofoCompany
SO unique are the 6th graders of this school wippé&@ato use their
computers. No. What makes Microsoft unique is Bgites and
his staff and their genius. Neither you or I, siyn@é consumers,
make Microsoft unique. We might add to their pepy by

voting with our money for their products, but weldi create their
products.

And so, to say that simply because we want to ¢adeit for
accomplishing what they accomplished, it doesn’kenaso. And
in the same way, simply because we want to add thamgeto the
gospel of Jesus Christ, and make it look as thaugplay a role in
our own redemption, it doesn’t make it so.

In fact, God will not share His glory with anyorespecially when
it comes to His very Son being sent into this waaoldlie for our
sins. If His death on the cross was not suffigieritich means that
if we need to add something to His death, then idé uh vain.

That's what we saw last week in our text.

GAL 2:21 “l do not set aside the grace of God,ifeighteousness
could be gained through the law, Christ died fathimg!"

In other words, if there is some law, or evenladl kaw, that could
be used to attain our righteousness, then whatdiumeikhe point
for Jesus coming to die in the first place, sinecalveady had the
means to get to heaven in our own hands, the law?

But if Christ did in fact die in our place, then aththat tells us is
that no part of law was sufficient for our salvatiand now to add
it after the fact, or after Christ’s death, is otdyinsult the Savior
who chose to suffer crucifixion for our salvation.



And then Paul asks this question.

GAL 3:2 “l would like to learn just one thing frogou: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by &eéing what you
heard?”

In other words, did you become a Christian by tpeitSwho led
you to faith in Christ, or by trying to work youray to heaven
through a set of rules?

Now, this is a very important question becauserités these
Galatians to choose between two options, not d thirich is what
the Judaizers were proposing. Remember, they weréemying
that Christ died on the cross for their sins, beytwere adding the
law as a requirement to their salvation.

And so, there could conceivably be three choicesratates to
how people think we can be saved: Just Christ;thestaw, or just
Christ and the law.

Paul is making it clear that there are only twoicés for these
Galatians. And put in that light if they choose taw, they have
essentially denied Jesus Christ, and yet thetloathselves
Christians. A Christian is a believer in Christt a believer in
Christ and the law.

So, what must they do? They must choose betweeindé gift of
grace or the bondage of the law. You would thim& wvould be a
no brainer and yet there are groups today whoissist on adding
the law to the grace of Christ.

The Seventh Day Adventist church is a classic exawigthis.
The Seventh Day is the Jewish Sabbath, or our &aturThey
teach that anyone who worships the Lord on Sunatayhat has
become to be known from Scripture as the Lord’s dagnot be
true Christians.

They add to that that to be truly saved one muséialto the
biblical dietary laws, and they would even go gdtether by
requiring their members to be vegetarians. To beember of the
Seventh Day Adventist church you are also requindihe to
their church.

And by required | mean just that. You would haveiie a
statement of what you make and they will check #gatinst what
you give, and you had better come up with the raghount if you
expect to be a member in good standing.



If this isn’t the height of Phariseeism, and theggheof adding to
the gospel, | don’t know what is.If our salvatiemniot based
entirely and solely on the finished work of Chiost the cross to
pay our debt to the Father, then we have embragedel which
is false, and by definition, a false gospel whidh @ondemn us.

GAL 1:8 “But even if we or an angel from heaveonwld preach a
gospel other than the one we preached to youijrtebk eternally
condemned!”

So back to our text.

GAL 3:2 “l would like to learn just one thing frogou: Did you
receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by &eéing what you
heard?”

There’s a lot of talk today about receiving therBais though it
doesn’t happen at conversion, the moment we belieTée word
receive here in our text is the Greek word lambahwh means to
take, and infers to take by force.

And by this it infers that the Holy Spirit is then®taking or
grabbing a hold of us. This is the same word Jasad after His
resurrection when He came to His disciples, whibiatpoint had
not been indwelt with the Holy Spirit.

JOH 20:20-22 “After he said this, he showed thésrhands and
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saaLtird. Again
Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Fatherdrdasse, | am
sending you." And with that he breathed on theohsad,
"Receive the Holy Spirit.”

They didn’t receive a part of the Spirit, but thrgiee person of the
Spirit. They possessed all of the Spirit, andSpeit of God had
taken them in the sense that He sealed them asMligpossession.
This is why we have the Scriptures telling us thathas sealed us
for the day of redemption.

Paul points this out when writing to the Ephesians.

EPH 1:13-14 “And you also were included in Chws$ten you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your sabvatHaving
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, thepsed Holy
Spirit,who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheriéanitil the
redemption of those who are God's possessionhetpriaise of his

glory.”



This is God’s way of saying that once you have lsssied in
Christ by faith in Him you have automatically recsd the Holy
Spirit who did that sealing. In fact, if you dotri@ave the Spirit of
God, then you are not a Christian.

ROM 8:9 “..... And if anyone does not have therBpf Christ, he
does not belong to Christ.”

When do we receive the Spirit of God? The momenbelieve.
In that moment we receive the Spirit, we are sebiethe Spirit of
God and we are declared to be a child of the livdogl, adopted
into His forever family.

ROM 8:16 “The Spirit himself testifies with ourigpthat we are
God's children.”

Now, the debate has been, is there a subsequeastrigef the
Spirit as He blesses us with power on high to sddrvant? And
the answer is yes. The filling of the Spirit iBfalong seeking of
ours so that we might be used by Him, willing toveeHim in the
power of the Spirit. And God will be faithful tdlfus to that end.

This is what Paul had in mind when he compared \vtiveds to
walk in the flesh as opposed to walking in the &pir

EPH 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leadsiédauchery.
Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”

And here the word filled infers to be filled updwerflowing
continually. In other words, be filled by the medins Spirit uses
to fill. Seeking the Lord for this filling; beinig the word of God;
spending time with the Lord in prayer; fellowshipgiwith the
saints. To neglect the means the Spirit usedl tasficuts off that
spigot in one sense for this filling.

But as far as all believers having received theitSgi God there
can be no debate. Every believer has all of the Sepirit, not just
a part. Now, what we do with the Spirit is anothetter, but no
one can say they need more of the Spirit. They hHivbe Spirit
they will ever get.

The manifestation of the Spirit is what is beinfgreed to when it
comes to service for the Lord, in the power of @pdrit. That is the
filling we should always seek.

And so, back to Paul’s original question. “Did yeaeeive the
Spirit by observing the law, or by believing whatyheard?”



It's an either/or proposition. If they answer thaty received the
Spirit, or were indwelt with the Spirit, by obsemgithe law, then
they deny the work of the Spirit who points all peoto Christ
alone, not the law.

JOH 15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom | \eiticsto you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes aot the Father,
he will testify about me.”

JOH 16:13-14 “But when he, the Spirit of truthpees, he will
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on bisn; he will
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you wiaet to
come.He will bring glory to me by taking from whatmine and
making it known to you.”

If these Galatians, on the other hand, say thesived the Spirit
by believing what they heard regarding Christ amglriddemption,
then they have essentially admitted that what tidaizers are
teaching is bogus and they must cease and degistnmoting their
false gospel.

Paul has argued that when it comes to our salvidtaoes make a
difference what we believe about it. Where isjtyeof our
salvation if we play a part in earning it? Howdimating that
would be. ‘Well, | did a pretty good job today afdping the law,
but yesterday was tragic. | hope | am able tog@dd¢he Father
with my performance today.’

There is no pleasing God outside of perfectiond &rere is no
one perfect except our Lord and Savior Jesus CHifigou are in
Christ you have already pleased the Father ancgg@unow at
peace with Him.

If you think your performance pleases the Fattem tyou will
always be disappointed, because we will always cgonghort.
This doesn’t mean that we can’t please our Fatlidér aur good
works, but it’s only as we are in Christ. It isrShwho has
pleased the Father by taking our place at the cross

We need to be about walking in the Spirit and hetftesh to show
that we've been sealed for the day of redemptioa.nave
received the Spirit and been sealed in Him becatisar faith in
Christ. Nothing else will do.



And doesn’t that make it so much easier than hatarygmp
through all of the man-made hoops to please God?ri# to the
Lord. Walk in the faith and give glory to God thve¢ have a place
reserved for us in heaven, not by anything we cdoltb earn it,

but because Jesus earned it on our behalf and ggvitss free gift
by faith alone.

Praise God!



