Galatians 2:11-14  “The Temptation Toward Hy¢

GAL 2:11-14 “When Peter came to Antioch, | oppobked to his
face, because he was clearly in the wrong. Befer@in men
came from James, he used to eat with the Genilgsvhen they
arrived, he began to draw back and separate hirineeifthe
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who betbtogthe
circumcision group. The other Jews joined himimhypocrisy,
so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was ladyasVhen |
saw that they were not acting in line with thefraf the gospel, |
said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jget, you live like
a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, §ai force
Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?”

This is an interesting portion of God’s word. Ifnere certainly
taken out of its context it might appear to be Rauhy of publicly
picking on Peter who has obviously made a gravésaies

But we must always consider the context if we arartive at what
the Holy Spirit was teaching the church during Raday as well
as ours.

Remember, that Paul has been rebuking the churGlalitia for
allowing certain men to advance a form of the gbsgpée
actually adding to it, thus nullifying what the ¢rgospel is really
all about. This is a big deal since a wrong, terad message will
lead people to hell rather than to heaven.

Since Paul loves people too much to allow thisapgen, and
since he knows the church has been given the gg®ito handle
this gospel of Christ, he immediately jumps in withth feet to
correct the problem before it gets out of hand.

Unfortunately, some false brethren in Galatia sy to make
the case that Paul is not really a valid apostid,therefore his
message and correction to them should not be tsdwously.

Paul’'s response includes a list of reasons as yohehs a valid
apostle, beginning with the fact that he didn’taige his gospel
from any man, including the other apostles.

He explains that the risen Christ personally gawethe gospel
and then personally discipled Paul for a numbereats before he
finally met the other apostles, only to be validasence what he



and the other apostles were teaching was the saaet thing as it
related to the gospel and sanctification.

And then in our text last week we saw how Pauldakegay any
doubt as to his apostleship by showing how theratpestles
accept him as one of them and give him and Barntgasght
hand of fellowship which infers that they have beerbraced in
the work.

GAL 2:9 “James, Peter and John, those reputed tullars, gave
me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship winey t
recognized the grace given to me. They agreedatbathould go
to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews.”

And so, when we come to our text this morning, Fablilding
upon his case that his authority and power arelegtiaany of
the other apostles and that no matter who miglringing
confusion, as it relates to how people are madeeaus before
God, he has both the commission and authority {Gud to
officially represent the Lord in correcting the pkem.

And so, in our text this morning Paul brings a igatar incident
before the church in Galatia as a reminder thatkéreéhe, the
rest of the apostles, or an angel from heaven dhmelach a
gospel other than the one we preached to youijrtebk eternally
condemned!” (Gal.1:8)

And this is why he relates what happened to hintioch when
he had to confront Peter.

GAL 2:11 “When Peter came to Antioch, | opposead ko his
face, because he was clearly in the wrong.”

As to the time Peter had come to Antioch no onengnwith any
certainly exactly when this took place. In alldiihood it
happened before the council at Jerusalem whendpduBarnabas
went to Jerusalem to specifically deal with thislgem of some
Judaizers adding the law to the gospel.

But the language of verse 11 leaves no doubt that wappened
with Peter was something which could not be ovéwab It was
not one of those instances where love could coveulitude of
sins without having to deal with the problem.

Paul says | opposed him to his face. For whatelger someone
might say about this incident, no one can accuséd?anot having



the guts to personally approach one who would haen
considered to be one of the most celebrated agostle

After all, Peter was the first apostle to publipheach the gospel
after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and threadand were
added to the church in one day. He was the brkate the Holy
Spirit work through him in miraculous ways. We’lefamiliar
with the first recorded instance of a healing tigtoteter.

ACT 3:1-8 “One day Peter and John were going upedemple
at the time of prayer - at three in the afternoblow a man
crippled from birth was being carried to the temyége called
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg frbasé going into
the temple courts. When he saw Peter and Johrt &beuter, he
asked them for money. Peter looked straight at Aswid John.
Then Peter said, "Look at us!" So the man gavethis attention,
expecting to get something from them. Then Petet, $Silver or
gold 1 do not have, but what | have | give youtHe name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, walk." Taking him by the ridtgnd, he
helped him up, and instantly the man's feet andeartdecame
strong. He jumped to his feet and began to watlenThe went
with them into the temple courts, walking and jungpiand
praising God.”

It was this same Peter, in light of this incidentiwthe crippled
man, who boldly confronted the religious leaderderisalem in
such a way as to rebuke them for not being trubdw Scriptures
regarding the Messiah.

ACT 4:8-12 “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spijrsaid to them:
"Rulers and elders of the people! If we are beilted to account
today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple @amedasked how
he was healed, then know this, you and all thgleeaf Israel: It
is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whomcyacified but
whom God raised from the dead, that this man sthaftge you
healed. He is "the stone you builders rejectdd¢civhas become
the capstone.' Salvation is found in no one ésdhere is no
other name under heaven given to men by which wat bai
saved."

It was Peter who was used by the Holy Spirit totphetfear of God
in the church when Ananias and Sapphira lied to &wxlit what
they had done with their possessions. As each cam®eter’s
presence he pronounced God’s displeasure with gmehthey
immediately fell dead.



Peter was a heavy weight in the church and peoptdl him and
admired him and respected him for his work in therch and
among the Jews of his day. It's no coincidenceéttiRoman
Catholic church places Peter on the pedestal theyltbugh they
are entirely wrong about declaring him to be tigt fVicar of
Christ on earth, or the first pope, it shows us daaly on Peter
was held in high esteem.

And yet, Paul has no problem in confronting thikoled apostle
and rebukes him to his face for what would be aadefi the true
gospel. This is what Paul means when the NIV séyswas
clearly in the wrong.”

This is a very mild interpretation of what our taxtually says.
The Greek word for the phrase, “in the wrong”, sitlee KJV and
NKJV puts it, “to be blamed”, is kataginosko, ahdauld literally
be translated condemned. And so, the NASB corréehslates
this portion as “he stood condemned.”

Now, this is not the same word we have earliehis letter where
Paul says, if anyone preaches another gospel thtaeithe one we
delivered to you let him be eternally condemnedrathema.

And so, Paul is not suggesting that since Petsglfscondemned
in this particular matter that he has given upsaisation and that
he is lost forever. Rather, what he means tos#yat just as a
criminal is found guilty of a crime and has beeavan to be
wrong in a court of law, Peter has been found gwita wrong
which can be proved.

This has nothing to do with Paul having any sop&fsonal
animosity toward Peter, it has nothing to do widuRrying to

find fault. It is simply a fact that what Peter waising was to be
condemned as being out of accord with the worda,@nd there
were to be consequences; in this case a rebulat tbesmatter
straight.

Now, in the next verse of our text Paul explaingtthis wrong is.

GAL 2:12 “Before certain men came from James, dexluo eat
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he begadraw back
and separate himself from the Gentiles becauseaseafaid of

those who belonged to the circumcision group.”

Here’s what's going on. Whenever Peter arrivedntioch he
evidently spent considerable time there gettinkniow the
Christians and having fellowship with them. Nowmce many of



the Christians were Gentiles he was inclined tondfgane with
them and as our text says he ate with them.

Keep in mind that both Paul and Barnabas wereehadrs in the
church at Antioch at this time. And so, Paul obiedrhow Peter
was being a blessing to these Gentile believerg.th idea of
Peter eating with these Gentiles was not acceptedidt of Jews.

For the common Jew he was brought up believingttieataw
spoke very clearly on the issue of what was comsdlelean and
unclean food. In other words, this was a moralader them. As
Scot McKnight puts it in his commentary on Galasigtwe
misfire when we think these legal concerns of Peigere
concerned with diet; they were about piety.”

And so, for the common Jew of Paul’'s day their pective on diet
had more to do with how can they please God czastInot
displease Him, rather than what is the best diethfiem so as to
maintain their best health. Diet and health isermfra 20th
century western concept.

So here’s the problem. Every Jew brought up utideMosaic
law, which of course included laws on diet, knewattto deviate
from such laws made them feel guilty of being dula@or with
God. But it went one step further, because anywesth his salt
would not even consider eating a holy meal witluaholy
Gentile.

And Peter has done both, according to these Jewdeitithat
even a Jew who named the name of Christ shouldaropromise
his heritage which was given to him from God Hirhsel

Many Jewish believers had a problem contending thith
Remember that even the apostle Peter would nevergraviously
considered eating unclean meals with Gentiles.

The classic case regarding this is recorded in ¥bisn a Roman
Centurion by the name of Cornelius was given a agesby an
angel from God to call for Simon Peter to comeiohouse to
share the gospel with Cornelius and his family.

Shortly after this the Lord was giving Peter aatisi It too is
recorded in Acts.

ACT 10:9-17 About noon the following day as thegrevon their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went ugherroof to
pray. He became hungry and wanted something t@edtywhile



the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trahde saw heaven
opened and something like a large sheet beinglehdo earth by
its four corners. It contained all kinds of fowsted animals, as
well as reptiles of the earth and birds of the dinen a voice told
him, "Get up, Peter. Kill and eat." "Surely nogrt!" Peter
replied. "l have never eaten anything impure olearc." The
voice spoke to him a second time, "Do not call amg impure
that God has made clean." This happened thres tamel
immediately the sheet was taken back to heavenleWeter was
wondering about the meaning of the vision, the st by
Cornelius found out where Simon's house was ampstbat the
gate.”

When Peter finally went with the men he arrivethathouse of
Cornelius only to find out that this Gentile waseg the same
grace as Peter had been given and so Peter shargddpel with
them and they embraced the Jewish Messiah asothair

ACT 10:44-48 While Peter was still speaking theseds, the
Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. clileemcised
believers who had come with Peter were astonidhetdiie gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on thetile@sn For they
heard them speaking in tongues and praising Goeh Peter said,
"Can anyone keep these people from being baptizisdwater?
They have received the Holy Spirit just as we haSe.he ordered
that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Cht&n they asked
Peter to stay with them for a few days.”

Now, you would think that everyone in Jerusalem Mdae
ecstatic over these Gentiles coming to Christ thihobeter. But
look at what we read in Acts.

ACT 11:1-4 “The apostles and the brothers througlodea
heard that the Gentiles also had received the wb@bd. So
when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumciskeliees
criticized him and said, "You went into the hou$ecircumcised
men and ate with them."Peter began and explained/nng to
them precisely as it had happened:...”

These circumcised believers in Jerusalem criticReer for going
into the house of a Gentile. We’re not told whosteircumcised
believers were, but it is interesting that theyraentioned in the
context of the apostles and the brothers throughodeéa hearing
that the Gentiles also had received the word of.God



I don’t think it's a stretch that the apostles dgrthis time felt any
differently than Peter who needed a vision from @t it was
okay to go to the Gentiles to share Christ, antlitivaas even
okay to go into their houses and eat with them.

This was the atmosphere in which the early chupdrated where
mostly Jews made up the church in the formativesyeend so,
Peter was personally taught by the Lord, not urtiéer Paul had
been personally taught his gospel and the wortlet.brd, that it
was acceptable to go to the Gentiles and regard #sebrothers
and sisters in Christ when they repented of theiaad embraced
the Messiah for their salvation.

But more than that Peter was also taught throuighvtkion that
the former Mosaic laws on diet had been abrogéteather
words, they had been canceled and consideredmaiN@id in
light of the new covenant in Christ.

Now, you can imagine some of the problems with. iBise present
day phenomenon would be one I've encountered dneyears
with different people I've met who have come outhed Seventh
Day Adventist church where their rules on diet gr@lSabbath are
pretty strict.

Some here would concur that to spend many yeahatrsystem,
and then to come of it and be told that you haeegttace and
liberty from Christ to eat anything you want acaogdto God’s
word, can be a hard pill to swallow. And I've hetgtories over
the years where former Adventists had the hardestiiot
thinking they were somehow sinning when they atatrfe the
first time.

They questioned whether they should swallow now tthey've
thoroughly chewed it. I'm sure for some of thesege they felt
unclean. This is what Peter had to contend withisrown life and
would ultimately have to contend with in the liv&sother Jews
who couldn’t cross that bridge into Christ’s libert

But Peter did cross that bridge, and as an aplostigas called by
Christ to be a messenger of hope and freedom ndithout the
restrictions which encompassed his life as a fordear bound by
the law which Christ came to fulfill.

| suspect that in the beginning he still lookedrdvie shoulder
once in a while when invited to eat at a Gentitedsise wondering



if other less free Jewish believers could handla@ostle sitting
down with what they all used to refer to as Gerdoegs.

But we know that over time Peter embraced thisdioeein Christ
and freely practiced a love for Gentiles as he dhee the gospel
and was more than happy to fellowship with themictvivould
have included him eating with them.

And the implication is that he ate what they dt®mw, I'm sure
that some of these Gentiles accommodated Petecaasion, not
unlike how we might accommodate someone we mest fro
another country who longs to taste a dish fronrthaiive land.
And so, I'm sure some Gentiles may have made aedilike
Peter's mom used to make which would have beenegntlewish.

But even so, it would not have made it Kosher atiogrto strict
Jews because no holy meal can come from an unkeolyl@. And
unfortunately, even some Jews who claimed to bést@dms took
this attitude many years after Peter was givewisisn by God
and had shared with the church that God was necssipof
persons.

And this is part of the struggle that Peter was rwontending with
in Antioch. He had no problem eating with the Glentielievers in
that city, and yet it appears that Peter stilusceptible to Jewish
influence.

GAL 2:12 “Before certain men came from James, $eduo eat
with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he beigadraw back
and separate himself from the Gentiles becauseaseafaid of

those who belonged to the circumcision group.”

These men who came from James had taken it uporséiees to
say that they represented the church in Jerusaleen v fact they
didn’t. They may very well have been sent out &aynds, who was
the leader of the church in Jerusalem, but they stepped their
authority.

And it seems that Peter felt that to be able toWethip with these
apparently influential Jews in the church at Jdamae had to
begin to look more like them in practice than tren@es he had
befriended.

Imagine how these Gentile brothers and sisters @lir text tells
us that he began to draw back and separate hifnselfthe
Gentiles because he was afraid of those who betbtogthe
circumcision group.



The phrase “draw back and separate himself” indgcttat this
didn’t happen over-night. In fact, this is a terrhigh was used by
the military in those days which suggests a mifidisengagement
to find safer ground. It's not a term which suggesimediate
flight as in a full-fledged retreat.

And what this suggests is that these men from Janteswere
obviously Jews, were coercing Peter to disengame these
Gentile believers as they intimidated him over aqeeof time.

Now, we might wonder how an apostle could succuorhis.
First, Peter was not perfect. We need only lodkistife with
Christ and some of the decisions he made. But timay be a
legitimate reaction to these Judaizers which Retesidered as
being best for the church. F.F. Bruce gives ussmeaario when
he poses the question from T.W. Manson, “what Wasitessage
to Peter from these Judaizers?”

“It may have been something like this: ‘news igal@ing us in
Jerusalem that you are habitually practicing tdélewship with
Gentiles. This is causing grave scandal to our rnonservative
brethren here. Not only so: it is becoming comrkieowledge
outside the church, so that our attempts to evaegelr fellow-
Jews are being seriously hampered.”

This message is saying that you are oversteppingljaerties in
Christ as you exclude the feelings of fellow Jewsen
conservative than you and it may cause them toldimAnd on
top of that you're even hampering the advancemégtiteogospel
to go forward in Jewish communities.

Of course this would be a smoke screen, but yotsearhow they
might have reasoned with Peter that it would bé toeseparate
himself from the Gentiles for the sake of the adeanent of the
Kingdom of God.

But remember, Paul is a leader in this church wReter is
fellowshipping and you better believe he knows vithate
Judaizers are trying to accomplish and how theygateng Peter
off to the side to persuade him. Add to that thatdure these
Gentile believers, who are now being ostracizeel caming to
Paul and asking,“what’s up with Peter?”

What's up with Peter is that he fears this grogofiderusalem. |
know that sounds amazing and yet it's true for whet reason.
And so, Peter, single handedly, begins to underthiegpeace and



unity of that church in Antioch to where even otewish
believers join him; even Barnabas who was instruaien
bringing Paul to Antioch.

After all, Peter is an apostle. He must be doingtw only best
for the church. Paul doesn’t think so.

GAL 2:14 “When | saw that they were not actindine with the

truth of the gospel, | said to Peter in front adrthall, "You are a

Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jelaw is it, then,
that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

Here’s the essence of Paul’'s argument. It has mgtioi do with
observing certain rituals found in Judaism. In f&sul practiced
many of these rituals when fellowshipping with dell Jews; both
believers and unbelievers.

The problem here has to do with hypocrisy; sayiog'ne one
thing and then practicing something different. eP@tas saying
and demonstrating that he was free in Christ,likat/as no longer
under the law as he fellowshipped with the Geittdkevers. But
when it came to pleasing certain Jews he all efdglen had a
lapse in integrity as he moved away from the Gesitil

When he was with Gentiles he didn’t have a problem
fellowshipping with Gentiles which is why Paul ases him of
being a Jew and yet living like a Gentile. But whegalistic Jews
entered the picture he then reverted back to lilikega Jew as he
moved away from the Gentiles.

And by doing this Peter now joined that group Pgudke of
earlier who were presenting another gospel, a faispel. Why?
Because Peter was saying with his actions thahbogy did not
include the freedom to simply come by faith in Ghalone for
your salvation. You now had to become a Jew intm@ato be a
true Christian worthy of the fellowship of othemdsh believers
who obviously had it all.

Peter was basically saying to these Gentiles ino&htthat “unless
you conform to the Jewish way of life we cannoténaucial
relations with you.” (F.F. Bruce) In essences tmiakes them
non-brethren.

And so, by his very actions he was compelling ttemdhere to
the wishes of these Judaizers, which we know wathése
Gentiles to be circumcised and to follow the lawMafses, which
included not only the 10 commandments, but thencergal laws,



like washing in a certain way before meals, anddibtary laws
which Peter only knew too well.

Again, there was nothing inherently wrong with Jearseven
Gentiles for that matter, practicing some of théseish customs.
But it was when the 10 commandments became a wagrto
salvation from God that it went beyond the truttGafd’'s grace, or
when the dietary laws became a requirement toghgeous with
God that it became another gospel.

Paul would not tolerate a different gospel fronséabrethren in
Galatia or Antioch, and he would not tolerate adapproach to
the gospel from Peter. This is what Paul meantwigesaid,
“they were not acting in line with the truth of thespel...”

The truth of the gospel does not require some aa@it means to
be clean outside of the shed blood of Christ alshieh pays our
debt to God in full. And so, Paul confronts Petarefto face in
public.

| want to pick up next week on this theme of hyjgcand the
ways in which the church today can give one mestatiee world
and end up sending an entirely different messageigin its
actions.

| also want to address why Paul dealt with Peter public way
instead of a private manner which Jesus addresddatthew
18:15-20. “If your brother sins, go to him in pate.”

| also want to consider how different segmentefchurch today
can force believers to do things which they migheowise not do.
There are so many evil influences trying to inditer the church
today and we need to be aware, sensitive and opie truth of
God’'s word as we go about seeking and serving mat@sod in
the power of the Spirit.

Jesus prayed to the Father, sanctify your childreruth, Your
word is truth. This same Peter who is having todimiked by
Paul would write later in his first epistle.

1PE 2:2-3 “Like newborn babies, crave pure sptitailk, so that
by it you may grow up in your salvation,now thatiylmave tasted
that the Lord is good.”

Peter had tasted the grace of God and now he sqtitog
bondage to the law. This will have to be dealt vaitid Paul will
not back down. We’'ll look at this next week.



