2Peter 1:8-11 You Need Not Be Useteddnfruitful

2 Peter 1:8-11 8For if thesequalities are yours and are increasing,
they render you neither useless nor unfruitfuhie true knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Chrisf. For he who lacks thespialities is

blind or short-sighted, having forgottdms purification from his
former sins.* Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to
make certain about His calling and choosing youa®long as
you practice these things, you will never stumbfefor in this

way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of owdLand Savior
Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

We've all heard how the world accuses Christiargoafg nothing
more than practicing a blind faith., as though \eeehjust decided
to jump off of a cliff hoping that something or seame will keep
us from hitting the ground.

That would be pretty stupid. I've seen these peoplIT.V.
traveling around the country looking for tall bregyand buildings
to scale and then sneaking up to the top to jurhpfahem.
They're thrill seekers.

But the thrill is not hitting the ground doing 26fles per hour.
The thrill is free-falling and then throwing yowdd chute into the
air so that it grabs the main chute which is onrymack and then
having that chute open successfully to bring ydalgdo the
ground so you can do it all over again.

| remember watching one program where a camerawaan
following this one guy who climbed some skyscrapea large
city, and after he jumped off of this building thelice were
chasing him. | guess it's illegal to jump off off tauildings. He
then hops into a van and they speed away as tlelyrate a
successful downtown jump.

I wonder how many people would accuse that gugkihy a blind
leap of faith. And yet there was nothing blind abib. Stupid
maybe, but not blind. He knew his equipment arsdabilities and
he was able to place his faith in an object whiatl hever let him
down, the best in parachute equipment.

But because he knew that he could depend on hipregat he
continued to practice his sport. The zeal to jungtivated him to
look for taller buildings.



I wonder if the world doesn't accuse many Chrigtiahtaking a
blind leap of faith because they don't see theablgktheir faith
being a reality in their lives. Their parachutes'tappear to be
opening, maybe because they're not willing to jicadheir faith
as that guy who had no qualms about the faith &eepl on his
equipment.

Peter wants us to show the world our faith as veetpre the
reality of Christ in our lives. We don't jump inddblind abyss, we
stand rock solid on the One who is our Rock, aun foundation.
But because He is our foundation He expects usath ly faith in
Him as one’s who know where we're going.

In the process of that walk with Christ our livesl Wwegin to
imitate the one we follow and that's essentiallyatmie saw last
week when was describing the outworking of outhfait Him.

2PE 1:5-7 "For this very reason, make every ettmgdd to your
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; akddwledge,
self-control; and to self-control, perseverancet emperseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindnesd;tarbrotherly
kindness, love."

These are all fruits of the working of the Spintdur lives. It is an
indication that we are actively following and sexyiour Lord.
We've jumped into action and our parachutes haveessfully
opened as the Lord is the One who holds us inalra pf His
hand.

But it's because we can trust our Lord that we nfoxeard with
Him and show signs of life in Christ as we place faith in Him
everyday of our lives. In other words, there igvity which
accompanies our faith in Christ, just as there adwity in the life
of that parachutist who trusted in his equipment.

In an odd sort of way it's only when we don't takeap, or take
action in keeping with our faith, that people caouwse us of
having taken a blind leap of faith. The objecobaf faith is the
risen Christ and there is nothing blind about that.

And so as we continue in our text Peter is esdgnsiaying to us
that the Christian needs to be concerned abouy gatilvity which
produces more fruit, which in turn produces morteveag which
ultimately glorifies our Lord and Savior, Jesus i€hr

2PE 1:8-9 "For if you possess these qualitieadéngasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffeciarel



unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesusi€th But if
anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted amj bhd has
forgotten that he has been cleansed from his pest s

"For if we posses these qualities in increasingsuea..” What
qualities? The qualities just mentioned in ves&s Where do
these qualities come from? They certainly donaeate from us.
They are the qualities or the fruit of the One vilas given us life,
Jesus Christ.

The idea here is that it is expected that thig Bhould continue to
grow in our lives. It's not enough to think that ean simply
become part of the "club" and never have to be @ored with
moving forward with our Lord and Savior.

And this is what Peter means when he say's, "thikkeep you
from being ineffective and unproductive in your latedge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.”

It's not as though we can look at these qualisesoane sort of
check list and try to emulate them and thereforekae that we
are then being effective and productive. RatheteiFs
suggesting that as we submit to Christ by faitBntive will find
ourselves being motivated by the Spirit whose faik show itself
in holiness and then will produce the kind of Chais life which
will be effective and productive.

We don't try to submit to a check list to becomfyhd/e become
holy first and foremost inwardly by God regenergtirs through
His Spirit and then justifying us by the shed bladdChrist
received by faith, but then the sanctifying worklod Spirit in our
lives will then produce holiness outwardly as wiole Christ who
then is able to use us as we are conformed intanktige.

But you'll notice that Peter says we become effecind
productive in our knowledge of our Lord Jesus QGhrighis is the
same word we saw last week which in the Greekignegis
which means a precise and correct knowledge osJghtist.

A faulty knowledge of our Lord will produce adverskects in our
walk with our Lord. And this is why we study toost ourselves
approved. We want a true knowledge, a correct kedge which
enables us to appreciate our God and the work Heiigy in our
lives.

We also want a correct knowledge of Christ so wWeaknow the
means by which we can grow in our relationship witm. An



incorrect knowledge will make us ineffective angroductive,
because an incorrect knowledge will lead us toifepon our own
understanding.

But this correct knowledge must lead to action. s&g that we
have a correct knowledge and yet it does not prarspb action is
to have what is referred to as a dead orthodoxg. nWwjht have all
of our Theological ducks in a row and we can alétiall of these
doctrines, but if that's all it is then we don'véa true theology.

Theology is the study of God and God is Deity itiac There is
nothing ineffective or unproductive about our Gdde we
imitators of Him? Then our lives will show it thrgh a Holy
Spirit motivated and empowered action to glorifyri®h But, how
will our lives show forth this action which is trslated into
productive and effective lives?

Well, when our lives demonstrate faith in Christiethadds
goodness, knowledge, self-control, perseveranaiingss,
brotherly kindness, and love, then the world sk our lives in
submission to the One who gives such fruit and thidytaste and
see that the Lord is good as they encounter usaftdizassadors.

We will not look down on the world, we will actuglhave
compassion and mercy on them just as Christ haghassion and
mercy on us. But to do that we must go out totbdd and meet
them where they are and bring this love of Chaghem. This is
why we go out into the neighborhoods.

More times than not they are not going to findtheugh God can
certainly bring them in. But if our faith is aliand active then we
will find that being effective and productive as weach out by
faith to a dying world.

This is where a godly effort must be put forth. d&his is why
Peter reminds us in verse 5 that we must make &feogt. But as
we put forth that effort for our Lord we will finhat our growth is
real and effective. One commentator put it, "pesgris the way to
more progress." (William Barclay)

The production of fruit produces more fruit. And ylee opposite
of that is just as true.

2PE 1:9 "But if anyone does not have them, he#sighted and
blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansedhis past
sins."



Peter goes from showing how the fruit of the Spiriour lives will
produce effective and productive Christians inKlimegdom of
God, to showing how a lack of the fruit, which stsoavlack of
faith, will produce people who are ineffective. "@&fhwe are
ineffective we are idle; and when we fail to proeuwee are
useless" (Kistemaker), at least as far as the wb@od is
concerned in this world.

Now again, Peter is not suggesting that if we fokdw this list
found in verses 5-7 that we will magically becomeductive and
effective. He's saying we will become productinel &ffective as
we love and submit to our God out of gratitude.Ttiee Holy
Spirit will work His fruit in our lives to the dege that those
around us will see Christ in our lives.

But notice how Peter shows that a lack of fruibum lives is
actually a sort of spiritual blindness.

2PE 1:9 "But if anyone does not have them, he#sighted and
blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansedhis past
sins."

The NIV in this verse has actually reversed theepnd the Greek
of the two terms nearsighted and blind. It isréitly translated
blind and nearsighted. And yet both terms arergsdly
synonymous. The term blind in the Greek ismuodazao-ope-
ad'-zo} which means to see dimly, see only whaieiar.

In fact, a form of this Greek word is where we get English
word myopia which means nearsightedness. It'svafeye we get
another English word, myopic, which not only casrike idea of
nearsightedness, but also a lacking of knowledderesight.

But the Greek word here in our text conveys tha ioeclosing the
eyes so as to squint. In this way it is a delieeedtempt of seeing
only those things which are close. Simon Kistemailagns, "such a
man is able to see earthly things that are neanbyrable to see
heavenly things that are far away. He is spirigublind.”

But his blindness is self-inflicted. He choosestodook up with
any sort of intensity so as only to see what hetsvemsee. This is
what Peter is conveying here in verse 9.

He is saying that a Christian may at times be sgke what he
wants to see. But this will produce adverse resuitproduces the
opposite effects of what we see in verses 5-7 la@cktore results
in being ineffective and unproductive.



But it also produces another adverse effect. Ghgds squint the
eyes, if you will, to spiritual biblical knowledgend truth
concerning our salvation creates an environmentavhet only
the eyes don't see, but the mind seems to forget.

Peter tells us that when a Christian does thisdsefdrgotten that
he has been cleansed from his past sins."

Robertson in his Word Pictures in the New Testarsays that the
word forgotten could also be translated, "havingeneed
forgetfulness.”

One choice produces the other. Choosing to becmassighted
produces forgetfulness. How can this happen? mawy of us
have crammed for a test in school? We put knovdedgur
heads and we try to place it at the forefront afroinds. But once
the test is over it seems we have little use feritiiormation and
we quickly forget it.

In a sense many Christians find that the Chridifans not a bed
of roses, which by the way our Lord never promiSédte way
becomes hard at times when trials and tribulatenmter our lives.
And instead of relying on the power of the Spiréeéems easier to
trust in our own ways.

We find that when we come to God's word it's alwaiyscting us
back to trusting and obeying our great God and@avnd yet
that takes faith, which in turn forces us to traistl obey which
becomes a burden to many Christians. Insteadigédtly
applying their faith, as Peter contends in vergdéy squint their
eyes to see only what they want to see and inritheeps they have
forgotten the beauty and comfort found in theistfiove.

They have forgotten their cleansing, or as the NASR it, they
have forgotten their purification from their form&ns. Many
commentators believe this is a reference to thensiag or
purification which is typified in baptism.

How easy it is for us to put out of our memories divesome
grace and mercy we find in Christ's sacrificialatising found at
the cross, especially when our faith has to cosioasething.

To be reminded of His love for us through His brokedy and
shed blood is a reminder that we owe our very atatestiny to
Him. For someone who is struggling with life thaminder can be
like pouring salt in an open wound. They thenireatihat they do
have a responsibility to walk after their Lord eé®alior.



But instead, they choose to put that thought otihef minds
because it's easier at that point to walk in thgswhat were once
familiar; walking in the flesh. It's almost likedlexpression,
"ignorance is bliss".

Peter is saying that ignorance is not bliss. Smqgrof the eyes to
cover the heavenly truths is only a way to get de@pd deeper
into the flesh to where at some point it turns iapostasy. And
keep in mind that this letter is warning of thigyéhing which the
false teachers are moving individuals in the chioetards.

2PE 2:1 "But there were also false prophets anioageople, just
as there will be false teachers among you. Thelysedretly
introduce destructive heresies, even denying tkiersgn Lord
who bought them -bringing swift destruction on tisethaes."

What this is meant to do is not to bring fear Giihg one's
salvation, but to bring fear that we are grieving Savior and that
a true faith should not do this. But it should dbsimg a fear to
those who are playing the game thinking they hareabfaith
when in fact they don't.

As I've said on numerous occasions, you and | daltionately
know the heart of a person. If a person makegdilde
profession of faith in Christ then we need to attleat for what it
is. But if the fruit does not follow the faith th@ne of two things
is happening.

1) The individual has chosen to follow after thesh and needs to
be reminded of the truth that Jesus Christ is &éig Master and
Lord. Repenting of such sin and turning back ®ltbrd is the
answer.

2) The individual only has a head knowledge artdartoue faith
and is following after the desires of his true matin which case
he needs to be encouraged to repent of his situando the Lord.

In both cases, repenting and turning to Jesus Qkiike only
answer. Only Christ truly knows the heart. Buwvé are His
witnesses then we must witness of that truth fah lbelievers and
non-believers alike. Christ is central to all thet believe and
practice. And this is why Peter continues the waylbes in the
next verse.

2PE 1:10-11 "Therefore, my brothers, be all theer@ager to
make your calling and election sure. For if youtlsese things, you



will never fall, and you will receive a rich weloe into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus CHrist

| like the way the NASB puts these two verses. ef€fore,
brethren, be all the more diligent to make cerédiout His calling
and choosing you; for as long as you practice thi@sgs, you will
never stumble; for in this way the entrance in®eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ willdieindantly
supplied to you."

Notice again the word eager or diligent which we gaverse 5.
The NIV uses the phrase "make every effort to adgbur faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;..." (2PE 1:5

It's the same Greek word in both verse 5 and mevernse 10. "Be
all the more eager or diligent to make certain alptis calling and
choosing you..."

The idea here is that we should strive to showwahave life.
Not strive to gain life because we have alreadgived that
through our faith in Christ and at that moment werenjustified.
Rather, we should strive to grow in our faith ie hower of the
Holy Spirit.

In other words, do we have a zeal for God? If we'tthen we
need to seriously consider our relationship witmHor lack
thereof. How do we make certain about His caling choosing
us? Is there some sort of formula? Is it simplyabknowledging
a set of truths? No. In fact, Paul addresseddbe of making
certain about His calling and choosing us when reenthe
Corinthian church.

2CO0 13:5 "Examine yourselves to see whether yeurathe
faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize thati§€hlesus is in you
-unless, of course, you fail the test?"

Well, how do we fail the test? We fail the tesivé have denied
that Jesus Christ is our only way of salvation. faikthe test if we
place our dependence on self instead of our LoddSavior. We
fail the test if we have no remorse for our sins lbnly through a
realization that our sin is what keeps us from Gamrepent of sin
and embrace Christ by faith is to pass the test.

Essentially it's only when we can say, ‘what muii to be saved?'
can we truly know that we place no confidence mftash and we
give up any attempt to do so. If you have trulyneato Christ in
this way, you have passed the test. But both RetdiPaul want



us to see how this new life in Christ shows itselbe real in the
real world.

ROM 8:10-16 "But if Christ is in you, your bodydgad because
of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of rightepess. And if the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead isi¢jvn you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will also give tibeyour mortal
bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.Therefdrothers, we
have an obligation - but it is not to the sinfutura, to live
according to it.For if you live according to thafsil nature, you
will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death th@sdeeds of the
body, you will live, because those who are ledh®ySpirit of God
are sons of God. For you did not receive a sphidt thakes you a
slave again to fear, but you received the Spirgafship. And by
him we cry, "Abba, Father." The Spirit himselftifss with our
spirit that we are God's children."

If you have truly embraced Christ through faithrtly@u need
never wonder if you are chosen of God. You neseglsi to know
that after you have placed your faith in Him that \ill never
leave you or forsake you. | love the way Jesustpatthe Gospel
of John.

JOH 10:28-30 "I give them eternal life, and thaglsnever
perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.Fitizer, who
has given them to me, is greater than all; no @mesnatch them
out of my Father's hand. | and the Father aré'one.

So, who or what could snatch you out of the FatHeahd or the
Son's hand? Nothing. So, why do we test oursetvbs certain
about His calling and choosing us? To keep us fuirud the
great salvation we have been given and to keepous ffutting this
salvation in the back of our minds where we forgkat an
awesome grace we have been given as a gift.

But also to keep us from entertaining the pasherfesh and to
give us an appreciation of this new life where ee'ot tempted to
give in when the trials come, or to close our gge$e truth when
God wants us to follow Him exclusively.

But there is another way of testing ourselves &atlis as the
expression goes, "the proof of the pudding is ent#sting."

If it looks like a rose and smells like a rose thieere's an excellent
chance it's a rose. The same should be true elievbr in Christ.
We test the fruit to see if it's what it says it We know an orange



tree by the fruit. We know an apple tree becaupsoiiuces
apples. We know a Christian by the fruit the $giroduced in
their lives.

Faith, moral excellence, knowledge, self-contreksgverance,
godliness, brotherly kindness, Christian love.ePsays in verse
10 that as long as you practice these things ydunexer stumble,
or fall as the NIV puts it.

Does this mean we will never sin? Of course ibsimply means
that we will not fall so as to be cut off from tloze of our Lord
and Savior. We never have to fear that our Gotineil be faithful
to bring us home. We never have to fear that FH®msehow
going to go back on His word.

That alone should give us comfort and motivateousve Him all
the more knowing that we have a place reserveddan heaven
with Him. And that's what makes our next versesoouraging.

2PE 1:11 "and you will receive a rich welcome itite eternal
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."

That's our goal. That's our hope. But it doesegfate our
responsibility to seek after and follow our Lordtvis world to the
degree that we prove our faith and not just tatlualinaving a
faith. We show ourselves to have actually metSaeior and have
come into a personal relationship with Him throdigith in His
atoning work on our behalf.

It's what Paul spoke of in ACT 26:20 "... | priead that they
should repent and turn to God and prove their regmee by their
deeds."

He also put it well when he wrote to the churciRome.

ROM 12:2 "Do not conform any longer to the pattefihis
world, but be transformed by the renewing of youmdnThen you
will be able to test and approve what God's wiHl iss good,
pleasing and perfect will."

Prove the life of God in your life. But don't thifdr a second
you're left to yourself to do such a thing. Be@aesen there it is
the Spirit who empowers us and enables us to shosetves
alive. Seek him diligently and trust that He waytds to grow in
your faith even more than you do.

PHI 2:12-13 "Therefore, my dear friends, as youehaways
obeyed - not only in my presence, but now much roray



absence -continue to work out your salvation wathr fand
trembling, for it is God who works in you to wéhd to act
according to his good purpose.”

Look with expectation to what Peter promises. 2PH and you
will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdof our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ."Live as those who havie alkingdom
to look forward to.



