1Peter 1:1 Introduction - "Strangers In The World"

We start a new study this morning, and yet we ralvgays keep in
mind that even though the Bible is made up of nomeseparate
books and letters, God the Holy Spirit has desigtisdvord to be
one complete work inspired by One God; and thouglugks
many people to write it, there is only one Author.

And so our study this morning takes us to the gstle of Peter.
And as is my custom when we start a new studyeltio give
some background information on the work at whiclrevi@oking.

Now, since this is not a history class, but a ttmaear from God
through His word | will be somewhat brief conceignihe
historical aspects of this letter and yet | wanitdude some
things which | believe will add to our understarglof God's word
as we have it in first Peter.

Of course the writer of this letter is the samesPetho spent some
three years with Jesus as His disciple. He'saheedPeter who
denied our Lord three times and the same Peterented up
giving his life for Christ in service to Him.

In fact, in all of the N.T. there is only one maammed Peter and
this is the man who penned this letter. Some guifckmation
about Peter himself which might help us see theegeend mercy
given him by Christ.

The first time we meet Peter is in Mar 1:16-18 'J&sus walked
beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and htedarédndrew
casting a net into the lake, for they were fisherni€ome, follow
me," Jesus said, "and | will make you fishergneh.” At once
they left their nets and followed him."

Peter was a blue collar worker. He was out theregithe job
only a rugged individual could do. Peter wasnheavimp. But
when Jesus called him, both he and his brothemedit they were
doing and followed Christ.

By the way Peter's name was Simon before Jesugetidns
name to Peter which means, stone or rock. He skémize a man
of extremes and one who was always willing to tdlelead. And
he was very bold in some ways; not always in arconational
way, but in a way that only wanted answers to Viiestelt were
important questions.



We read in Mat 19:24-27 "Again | tell you, it iager for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a riein to enter the
kingdom of God." When the disciples heard thisyttvere greatly
astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved®' ldedked at
them and said, "With man this is impossible, bithw@od all
things are possible." Peter answered him, "We hefve
everything to follow you! What then will there berfus?"

He knew they were specially called and he simplgpted to know
how they fit into the scheme of things. And yetwees willing to
go the distance for something he could get beh@G®4d.

We see this again in Mat 16:13-17 "When Jesus ¢artiee

region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciplégho do
people say the Son of Man is?" They replied, "SeaeJohn the
Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jaagmor one of the
prophets." "But what about you?" he asked. "Whbagou say |
am?" (The "you" here is in the plural form whidideessed all of
the disciples) Simon Peter answered, "You areCtinést, the Son
of the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessedyra, Simon son of
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by manplguhy Father

in heaven."

Peter wasted no time in declaring that Jesus washiehsaid He
was. This same Peter also seemed to be the epitblanalty to
the Lord when he told Jesus in Mar.14:31, that eivka had to
die with Jesus, he would never deny Him.

And yet we know the tragic story of how Peter figfi the very
prophecy Jesus gave him that he would in fact d&nythree
times before the cock crowed. And on the mornihdesus' arrest
Peter did deny Him.

It's worth looking at that incident and seeing reoman intent on
following the Lord to the very end could find hinfsender
pressure, actually denying Him.

Luk 22:54-62 "Then seizing him, they led him aveayl took him
into the house of the high priest. Peter followed distance. But
when they had kindled a fire in the middle of tloeityard and had
sat down together, Peter sat down with them. fagergirl saw
him seated there in the firelight. She looked dipaéhim and
said, "This man was with him." But he denied it.0lvan, | don't
know him," he said. A little later someone else $am and said,
"You also are one of them." "Man, | am not!" Petplied. About
an hour later another asserted, "Certainly thiswieivas with him,



for he is a Galilean." Peter replied, "Man, | dd&mow what
you're talking about!" Just as he was speakingrdbster crowed.
The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. TPeter
remembered the word the Lord had spoken to hinefdig the
rooster crows today, you will disown me three titheand he
went outside and wept bitterly."

That had to be the lowest point in Peter's life. dEny the Master,
the very One whom Peter knew to be "the ChristSiwe of the
living God."

But of course this is not the beginning of the &rdPeter. And
yet it is in a sense the end of his beginnings withLord. For in
three short days Peter would learn that the Orlenbe as
Messiah would prove Himself to be the living SavasrHe rose
victoriously from the dead.

But it was during our Lord's 40 days after His resction, just
before He ascended back to the Father, that Pitergould be
given its true direction by Jesus.

Charles Swindoll in his book, "Hope in hurtful tigleputs it this
way. "Peter was fishing when the words of Jesusec® him
from the shore, jostling a sleeping memory. He edrately threw
himself into the sea in a rush to get to his Lo@hce on shore,
Peter found breakfast waiting for him and the otlisciples --
Jesus Himself tending to their needs. While theyevall hunched
around the campfire, Jesus took Peter aside arahlieg
restoration....

.... Three times He asked Peter if he loved Hirmayigling this
devastated disciple a chance to reconfirm his foveach of the
times he had denied it. And with the words "Tendlrambs...
Shepherd My sheep ... Tend My Sheep," Jesus réisbEbPeter's
role of leadership in His Kingdom and then sealedth the
command to follow Him." ......

....... A quick look at Luke's record in the bodkAats will show
how this second chance turned Peter's life aroulhevas Peter
who took the lead in choosing a disciple to tak#a3uplace (Acts
1). It was Peter who became spokesman for thiesfiangelistic
outreach at Pentecost (Acts 2). It was Peter witio John, healed
the lame man at the temple (Acts 3). It was Reter defied the
Sanhedrin, refusing to be silent about Jesus (#ctlt was Peter
who presided over the grim task of dealing with Aiaa and
Saphira (Acts 5). It was Peter who dealt decigivath the deceit



of Simon the magician (Acts 8). It was Peter wiached out to
Cornelius, a Gentile, after God revealed to hint tha gospel
would be extended universally. (Acts 10-11)."......

..... And this was the man God used to pen theéters known
as 1 and 2 Peter. He was a man who could identifyfailure...
who could understand pain... who was well acqudintiéh
suffering.”

In fact, this is much of what this first letteral about; suffering.
And though this is the overall theme of the lettex purpose is to
demonstrate that there is hope even in painfuldiare that they
are not without a purpose, and that purpose ig tmblded into the
kind of effective servant that even Peter becan@hinst.

As | scanned Swindoll's little book on this letteroticed that he
states three lessons that he learned from 1P#&@st: Failure in
the past does not nullify purpose in the futureeddd: A broken
heart is great preparation for healing fractureddi Third: One
letter of hope brings more encouragement than astrad thoughts
never expressed."”

We'll see how all of this plays out over the nexw fweeks as we
study this letter from God, penned by Peter. Bafbte Peter gets
into the realities of suffering he lays a very impat foundation
so that each believer will keep in mind his positiefore Christ,
Who is our Rock, and Who is able to make us stand.so we
come to our text.

1Pe 1:1 "Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, Tds@&bekt,
strangers in the world, scattered throughout Poi@Gatatia,
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,2 who have beenarhascording
to the foreknowledge of God the Father, throughstectifying
work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Chnst aprinkling by
his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”

"Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ..." Unlike Pabb on a
number of occasions defended his position as astladmecause of
such opposition from enemies of the cross, Petedetrno reason
for such a defense.

Everyone knew who Peter was and his position insChs one
who had personally walked with the Lord. One thyog notice is
that Peter doesn't address himself as "The apo$tlather, an
apostle; one among the others.



This is important to note because some would tpldce Peter in
an elevated position; a position which Peter nelemed for
himself. Be that as it may, he was still an agostl

As we've said before the word apostle in geneminuisant "one
sent as a messenger". And so many people couiddithat
category. But when Peter or Paul would use thsigdation for
themselves they meant it in a special way, as aenger sent with
God's very message for the world as the Lord iesgigihem to
write His word.

And for that reason, there are no more apostlesytadho would
have all of the qualifications that were met bytaier men called
out by Christ for His special purposes in the fashtury, not the
least of which was to give us the Bible as we hataay.

And so Peter addresses these people as one whikbrigyiand can
give them instruction as coming from God HimseliitBhe's not
intending to bring attention to himself becausealésignates
himself as an apostle "of Jesus Christ". In otherds, Peter
could be saying, 'I'm a messenger for Jesus, hehasthe Lord
wants you to hear.’

By the way, this particular letter is referred toeageneral letter.
The reason for this is because it's not addressadyt particular
individual, like Paul writing to Timothy; and itteot addressed to
any one church, like Paul writing to Rome.

This letter was designed to go to many churchesanmgad.

What would actually happen is that a messengerdvalde the
letter to a church and they would make their owpycoAnd so
every church would make their own copy for theimgeossession.

This was a practice with all of the letters, eviem letters addressed
to individual churches. The churches would recogiihem as
messages from God penned by the apostles. Artkedetter

which Paul wrote to Rome, for example, was copisdifaund its
way to the rest of the churches who would make then copy.

Now, it's interesting to note how the people amressed in this
letter. "To God's elect, strangers in the world@ihat's how the
NIV puts it. In other translations like the NAS&ads: "To those
who reside as aliens"”, while the KJV says, "Todtrangers
scattered."

What the NIV does is to place the idea of beingtede chosen at
the beginning of this verse, while other transiagiplace the idea



of being elect or chosen at the end of this vefldee KJV even
places it in verse 2.

Don't worry, the Greek language allows both possés. But so
as not to confuse you I'm going to deal with balémais together as
does the NIV.

"To God's elect, strangers in the world." Whendkerword elect
is used in the Scriptures, as it refers to peopéyways means
God's people and so we know that Peter is addgetisenchurch.
Now, what will often happen at this point is thatreeone will
emphasize that Peter is introducing a Theologrcdh twhich
stands on its own.

That is not what Peter is doing here. He isnthe® on the
doctrine of election as though this were some afocatechism for
these churches. He's simply identifying them apfgewho have
received God's grace and stand in a relationship tve living
God by faith in His Son.

In fact, from such a statement without any furtigplanation,
Peter assumes that these people believed and eddbptdoctrine
of election and that they understood that they wegeaecipients of
such grace from God.

But, for the sake of those here this morning why bma little
fuzzy on this subject let me quickly explain itll through the
O.T., as well as the N.T., we see the doctrindesft®n. Its
classic definition is that God has chosen a peoplef the world
for His own possession.

As the Lord revealed Himself to Israel in the CHE. said. "I will
be your God and you will be My people.” It was ldct of
choosing which placed Israel in a relationship vidimself.

In the N.T. we have such passages as Eph 1:3-&istbe to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hesskd us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing ini€th For he
chose us in him before the creation of the worldedoly and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestinedusetadopted as
his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance wstplbasure and
will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, whité has freely given
us in the One he loves."”

In a nutshell election is God's Sovereign choidad His choice
has nothing to do with who we are or what He knatmsut us,



even before we were born. His choice is entirelyoeding to His
love and mercy and will.

Some will suggest that God foreknew and electeid tise sense
that He could see down the long corridor of timd know who
would choose Him. But, that would make His chates
dependent on our actions, which denies Him a thoéce based
only on His Sovereignty.

As Jesus said to His disciples in Joh 15:16 "Yioundt choose
me, but | chose you and appointed you to go andfba@g-fruit
that will last...”

And so we must agree with God's word that GodesQhe who
initiates our salvation by choosing us and thehngals. This is
what Paul meant in Rom 8:29-30 "For those Godkfoee/ he also
predestined to be conformed to the likeness o$his, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers. Araséhhe
predestined, he also called; those he called,duejastified; those
he justified, he also glorified.”

But having said that what do we do with passadeesthese?

2 Peter 3:9° The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wigHior any to
perish but for all to come to repentance.

1 Timothy 4:10 *° For it is for this we labor and strive, because we
have fixed our hope on the living God, who is tla&i8r of all
men, especially of believers.

Romans 5:18 *® So then as through one transgression there
resulted condemnation to all men, even so throughaat of
righteousness there resulted justification of idfall men.

It would certainly appear that Christ is the Sawiball men in
juxtaposition to the elect which is by default atmen but a
portion of all men.

So, what is it? Is Christ the Savior of all merobonly the elect?
The first thing we need to consider is this. Ddesftnished
redemptive work of Jesus Christ actually and resdlye anyone or
does His work on the cross only make people sa®able

In other words, is salvation effectual as God ideshto save a
people completely by His choice, or does the fefldct of
salvation depend on man’s choice? This is impottactuse it



goes to the heart of God’s eternal decree to spaatular people
who are dead in their trespasses and sins.

And that's really the issue because unless we\zelie
universalism which states that God has in factddal’ men,
then we have to deal with the reality that all rmem not saved.

Here’s the problem as stated by Paul in two diffepassages as
he deals with it.

Ephesians 2:1-3 V¥ And you were dead in your trespasses and
sins, Zin which you formerly walked according to the csiof
this world, according to the prince of the poweths# air, of the
spirit that is now working in the sons of disobeuie. > Among
them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of dlesh, indulging
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and \bgreature
children of wrath, even as the rest.

Being dead in your trespasses and sins means \exaat! The
word dead can also be translated corpse. Dead oréntating
themselves to life. Dead men don’t seek any saiutictheir death
problem. Dead men are dead. In this case it isréusp death that
not does not seek the things of God, includingatain, but are
rather incapable of seeking God as Paul pointsoothite Romans.

Romans 3:10-12 as it is written, "THERE IS NONE
RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; THERE IS NONE WHO
UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD;
ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER THEY HAVE
BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD,
THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE."

Either none seek for God, some seek for God, aresk for God.
Well, our experience tells us that “all” do not leéer God, but
that “some” seek for God. But Paul quite clearlyssaone seek
for God. So, for those who seek for God how do wm@asn the
phrase, none seek for God?

The only people who seek for God are those whom l@sdsought
and revealed Himself as He has opened their ey®esans and
given a new heart whereby they are given new lifa the ability
to now see the need for a Savior.

Ezekiel 36:26-27 "Moreover, | will give you a new heart and put
a new spirit within you; and | will remove the heaf stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. "I vaillt My Spirit



within you and cause you to walk in My statuteg gau will be
careful to observe My ordinances.

Without God giving us a new heart, which is to sapew life
necessitated because we were dead, we will continbe dead
men walking without any desire to seek the thingSad.

For this reason Jesus told Nicodemus that he neulsbin again,
or born from above. This is a work entirely by thely Spirit who
is the agent through whom the heart of stone isenatdd a heart of
flesh through regeneration.

Titus3:5-7 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we
have done in righteousness, but according to Hisyney the
washing of regeneration and renewing by the HolyitSpwhom
He poured out upon us richly through Jesus ChustSavior, so
that being justified by His grace we would be mhdes according
to the hope of eternal life.

Therefore the verses quoted above that appeartaikeg about
salvation being given to all men must be qualifigdhe clear
teaching that none can hear or desire the thin@oadfin their
naturally dead spiritual state. In fact, this ispithis essential that
God calls out a people from among the dead to BepElbple.
Jesus spoke of this in the gospel of John.

John 6:37-40 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Maeyca
the one who comes to Me | will certainly not cast. o "For | have
come down from heaven, not to do My own will, bdug will of

Him who sent Me. "This is the will of Him who gevle, that of
all that He has given Me | lose nothing, but raise on the last
day. "For this is the will of My Father, that eyene who beholds
the Son and believes in Him will have eternal ldgad | Myself

will raise him up on the last day."

It is clear that the Father has sent the Son heontorld with a
mission. That mission is to totally save, not siynplake savable,
an elect group of people for His own possessioesé&lelect, we
are told, will come to the Messiah Jesus becauesehhve been
given to Christ by the Father. These elect willdddithe Son and
will believe on Him for eternal life and they wilke raised up by
Christ on the last day.

This is much different from the teaching that Chdiged for the
entire world with the potential for them to be sdvas these
spiritually dead people somehow see their need feavior.



Unless people are born with some sort of sparefilith the
ability to choose eternal life then we must detethte plain
teaching that none seek after God, there are ntwemitl do so,
which is why they must be born from above.

In short the verses above including John 3:16, vépeaking of
the world, are addressing all types of people entiorld.

Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy
are You to take the book and to break its seatsyém were slain,
and purchased for God with Your bloo@n from every tribe and
tongue and people and nation. "You have made tbdéma
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reigqon the
earth."

God so loved the world that He gave His only besggoon and
later in the same gospel is where Jesus identifiesin the world
He meant. All that the Father gave Him out of troeld

When Peter speaks of the patience of God notieghtim that
patience is directed.

2 Peter 3:9° The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not imgHior any to
perish but for all to come to repentance.

His patience is directed toward those to whom Heteriting.

2 Peter 1:11...To those who have received a faith of the same
kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God @avib§ Jesus
Christ:

Peter is addressing the sheep of Christ who kn@whbice
because He has given them ears to hear. He isipateard those
whom the Father has given Him as His patience i&egbout over
time desiring that none of His sheep will perisind&hey will not
because we are assured that they will be raised tye last day.

When Paul writes to Timothy in what appears to baisersal
salvation for all men it must be in the contexthadse who are
actually saved.

1 Timothy 4:10 For it is for this we labor and strive, because w
have fixed our hope on the living God, who is tla&i8r of all
men, especially of believers.

Paul is contrasting those who are apostates withldelievers. If
Jesus Christ is the Savior of all men, then Je$uisds the Savior



of “all” men. Remember, all that the Father gavenhiill come to
Him. But the argument goes, no, Jesus is the Savialt men, but
they must believe to receive.

But it begs the question once again, how can tledg\e when
they are literally most spiritually dead? It waswritil Lazarus was
given life by Christ that he was able to respontheocommand to
come out of the tomb. And it isn’t until one hagbaiven a heart
of flesh, born from above, regenerated by the EBgyrit, that they
can then and only then respond to the commandyentend
believe. This is why Paul adds the phrase, espgofl
believers,when he addresses the living God, whiteiSavior of
all men.

Essentially, Paul is saying that God is the Saofall men,
particularly all men in the world, both Jew and @erwho
believe. And who can believe? All that the Fatliges to the Son
from every tribe, tongue, people and nation. Themsgeof the entire
world.

And then we must deal with the justification of mién.

Romans5:18 So then as through one transgression there edsult
condemnation to all men, even so through one acglbfeousness
there resulted justification of life to all men.

Did one transgression result in condemnation tonath?
Absolutely. Then it only stands to reason that ed#dhese same
people are being addressed when Paul says, exbrosgh one
act of righteousness there resulted justificatiblif@to all men.

So, there you have it. All men, because of theamtef
righteousness in Christ, have been declared rigtéihat would
be the “result” of that one act of righteousneag. & we know all
men are not made righteous. Why? Because theytddhéve
that they were made righteous. But if | declare gotiguilty, then
you are not guilty whether you believe it or not.

We can’t have it both ways. Either Christ's sacefivas effectual
in accomplishing the Father’s will or it was nottHer all men are
made righteous by the one act of Christ or theynateNo, the
argument goes, it's ultimately up to the one whanhelieve that
Christ is His Savior and then he receives justiioza

But that’s not what the text says. All men are eanded by the
one transgression of Adam. All men are justifiediry one act of
righteousness of Christ. Nothing is mentioned alf@ith here. No,



but they must believe before they can receive. ¥eas. who will
believe? Paul says, No one, not even one.

But again, the argument goes that Jesus essers#afty if you
hear His word you must repent and believe to se&«thgdom of
God. If people weren’t capable of believing afteahing then this
would be an empty command from Christ.

But it's not an empty command from Christ, it oplyints out that
since people cannot spiritually hear they will doatvGod says
they will do because of their sin and rebelliont twobelieve.

Remember what Jesus said to the rebellious JeWsafay?

John 8:47 "He who is of God hears the words of God; fos thi
reason you do not hetiem, because you are not of God."

Notice who hears. He who is of God hears the wofd3od,
which is to say, those whom the Father gives tdSibre will be
enabled to hear. It doesn’t work in reverse. tta§ you hear the
word and then are declared to be of God.

No. Jesus plainly says, the reason you don’t leebecause you
are not of God, you have not been given to thel§aihe Father.
This is the same reason Jesus can say that ilyisHmisheep who
hear His voice.

John 10:26-28 % "But you do not believe because you are not of
My sheep. "My sheep hear My voice, and | knowrthand they
follow Me; and | give eternal life to them, anckyhwill never
perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.

Who are the sheep and why can they hear whilettiex people
cannot? Because they have been brought from deéta by the
Spirit as they are now able to respond to Chrighieyfaith He
provides.

Only those sheep who have been given to the Gresgitterd by
the Father can hear the voice of their Shepherds&have been
given to the Son before the foundation of the warld they will
follow their Shepherd as they are given ears to.deese elect
will believe and they will receive because Chrigt see to it that
they will be justified by His sacrifice for themduthey will be
raised up on the last day by Jesus Himself whcoadedlit.

But, Peter then calls these elect, "strangersamibrid”. A more
literal translation would be aliens, or as the NKgvuld put it,
pilgrims which implies sojourners or a temporarsident.



And these terms would be closer because strangess tipe
impression that we aren't known to the world. AmetlJesus wants
us to be known to the world as lights and saltrifyimg our
heavenly Father, not off in some monastery or kegpnly to our
own group to the exclusion of the world.

You can be an alien and be quite at home in ongeseWe hear
the term illegal aliens, who have made this coutiteyr home.
But the point Peter is making is that we who hageerbcalled out
by God may live in this world, but this world istrmur home.
We're only visiting this planet.

Our residence is in heaven and ultimately will betlee new earth.
Therefore, our lives should be moving heaven-waitd waur desire
to draw closer and closer to the One who has gigesgternal life.

So, these two terms; elect and strangers or s@ogiare terms
which we can call ourselves. But just in case evett seeing the
forest for the one or two trees we're concentratimget me take
you back to why Peter is addressing these Christiathis
fashion.

These Christians were facing all sorts of triald ansome cases
real persecution. Before Peter addresses thobéeprs he wants
them to know how Jesus sees them.

Jesus sees them as His special children whom Hehlogen in
love. Jesus sees them as beloved children whotodenbw that,
despite what this world may do to them, they haptaae reserved
in heaven where our Lord resides and is waitinghem with
open arms.

This whole letter is meant as an encouragemengtowp of
people who are trying to deal with real life whiwhs pretty tough
for many of them. But this group of people wenreegia hope
which only their Savior could give them.

You and | may not be undergoing persecution, butgmd | face
the attacks of the enemy in other ways as we thyéao God's
honor and glory. And so you need to see yoursetiree who is
chosen by God Himself to be His representativéis world,
which is not our home; just a place where we camestor Him in
the meantime.

But keep in mind too that as Peter encourages fhasge to look
to their position in Christ, as one’s who have bealfed out and



loved by Jesus, he doesn't divorce the meansekas has
instituted to find encouragement and help in timiseed.

And by that | mean the Body of Christ in the urofythe Holy
Spirit. It's not as though these people who arériguare on their
own with the Lord. Peter makes the assumptioreasddresses
these churches, that in their trials they are tf@rene another.

The writer of Hebrews touches on this in Heb 1®83~Let us
hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for h@wlomised is
faithful. And let us consider how we may spur anether on
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give uginggéogether,
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us erag®mione another-
-and all the more as you see the Day approaching."”

This "one-anothering” can only take place as wecanmected to
each other. And that connection is found first fordmost in
Christ, but it also includes Christ's church whitd has given us
for this encouragement.

This encouragement is found in the teaching andghiag of the
word of God; encouragement found in the fellowsifithe saints;
encouragement found in worshipping our God togetisaxe
humbly rely on Him for all things.

Jesus knows our faith can be weak and that trugtiagsod we
can't see can be tough at times, and so He deratesstiis love
through His people as we're giving that love tdheather in
tangible ways.

This is mentioned by Paul in Phi 2:1-5 "If you baany
encouragement from being united with Christ, if aoynfort from
his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if artgnderness and
compassion, then make my joy complete by beirgthiknded,
having the same love, being one in spirit and psep®o nothing
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in hiity consider
others better than yourselves. Each of you shadk hot only to
your own interests, but also to the interests bé. Your attitude
should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:"

We must encourage one another as we meet neeg¢®eamdthers
to Christ, but we must always understand whereutitmate
encouragement comes from and that is from the @pleave in
the Lord.

Rom 15:5-6 "May the God who gives endurance and
encouragement give you a spirit of unity among gelwes as you



follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart anditmgou may
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus CHrist

We really didn't get too far into this letter toda&nd quite
honestly | didn't intend to get too far. | justied to set this up in
a way so that as we go through this letter we eaerfzouraged
and expectant of what God has to say to us inr@ls and how
we can see ourselves from God's perspective.

None of us are without trials. And what may beratrial for
one may be a major problem for another. When gan'the
middle of it nothing seems to be small. But | wgot to know
that God knows where you are and He wants you éavkhat He's
always there and He has the answer.

I would encourage all of you this week to read tigto 1Peter in
just one sitting and then at some time go throtgh & slower pace
and meditate on what the Lord would say to youlams He

wants to encourage you.

But know this, you are chosen for a purpose. AnslGod
Himself who has chosen you. Choose Him every mowieyour
life by drawing close to Him and relying on the povef His Spirit
to effectively represent Him in this world with theve and the
hope He's given us in Christ.



